Haitian testimony postponed 


congressional committees probing the 
fraa-con CT jpotioiied Jraatan-bonx arms dealer Albert 

ififenpnfttt'fiBf bare "postponed bis public test imony that was set for 
Wed ne sday kSW&&: wmg said 'Wednesday. Inc sources. who 
asked not lo be identified, said M. riokiu.* secret testimony at ibe 
weekend MSjaitttf ww qaestima :r t -stors needed more time to 

Wore the public hewing. They said Robert 
twtwrJaPJ g . Hatam a:bogftcss associate of retired air force Major 
Gint^./Ri^^ wonM Wu&y take Mr. Hakim’s place at the 

witne»tal^^J^ k thc tearixjgs hewn their fourth week on Wednesday, 
lie acuiog g gaa M r; Hakim would probably testify at the start of next 
week’s bj&riogs on Tuesday. Mr. Hakim, an Iranian- born naturalised 
Ag tDCg^ ffltd^hy rote » both the coven safe of U.S. aims to Iran - 
aatiWKte^fimsesfcecBed effom to keep foods Bowing to Nicaragua's 

‘■oatfB^tda* during a congressional ban on such aid. 
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^nan's’Sf ‘Eid bran s Thursday 


‘ The Chief 

ia ^L ^ Jsfcaanic justice, Sheikh Moham- 
mad Mbcilao, . announced on 
Cras|j Tuesday. 'feat the "Eid Al Fitr 
feast would begin on Thursday, 
wo In a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra,. 

*** Sheikh MhejJan said the crescent 
of-StaBwral.-Trts.aot sighted on 
and therefore the last 
a ‘A day .of Ramadan was today, 
dailvi^ Wednesday /'However, holidays 
« begin today for all government 
«uedii^ departments and institutions. 
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Two U.S. diplomats 

shot and wounded 
in Cairo attack 


Syrian and Soviet 
innivei^ teaders exchange 
message 

Ptoducerfe •--•■• 

» far ittMi DAMASCUS (AP) — President 
o its aeapr" H*® 2 Al Assad received roving 
•tkm. ^ Soviet Ambassador Mikhail 
’ convents,: Syrenco on Tuesday who deh- 
Loke Sw vered a letter to him from Soviet 
red H n K £ leadet Mikhail Gorbachev, the 
floor wfo it Syrian official news agency 
tut 'hvoofr SANA ported. The letter dealt 
and the ft* Trife. ‘ 'bilateral issues and some 
j space iS matters of mutual interest,** and 
s seen ^ the ^Syrian president gave Mr. 
j Rea™ Syrenco a reply, .the agray said 
-, e all-tin* lb ^dKWd elaboration. The ex- 
inrCz? chsmge of letters came only one 
Z month Jitter Mr: Assad’s v&it to 
Moscow for. talks with Mr. Gor- 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Unidentified men shot 
and wounded two U.S. diplomats, one a top 
security officer, on a Cairo highway on 
Tuesday and self-styled Egyptian revolu- 
tionaries claimed responsibility. 


d other tk 


bachey. •. 

Chirac meets 


spread 1 Junblatt 


id that 
is and leak 
>ryexpeir 
or Kuniofe 
Shows Due 
itanenmr! 
•einantsfc 
i the reseat 
Un ited Sat 
‘as ininW 
Os. but the! 
-ol batch, k 
might DC: 
o sad. Aep 
^troys ttak 
ess agritf 
rinme, *fe 
is beings 
be United 


ted "MsS 
verine fc‘. 
old-smW-; 
compdith-. 
direct 
bUI 
Larin 
would* 2, 
s car. i* : 
he Unto 11 
started*; 
% win#®! 

eise * Jr 
ao« WJ [ 
«re&® 5 


?*< 

P>*2 

21 

•a»*l£ 


55 


PARIS (JO. r^'. Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac met Lebanese 
Dnizeleader Waiid Junblatt on 
Ttuc^hcy. tbd they discussed the 
fete cif French hostages held in 
Lebamrar offio 3 ! 5 said. Mr. 

45-mnmte moiui^fot be took 
senot^^pafeof a new wave of 
botfibings^ J^ance made by a 
cfepfeme^group on^Mojttcay, 
Ask^’abourtfae fiveFrenchmexr 
befferttf held hostage in Lebanon 
by mtremfcts, Mr. Junblatt said 
his mainly-Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) had nothing 
to do with the kidnappings. “We 
cSscbssed the importance of 
ftrangfeenu bos X -have nothing 
else to say/* Mr. Junblatt added? 

Iranian rebels say 46 
guards killed 

BAGHDAD (R) — The anti- 
Tehran Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
grouo said Tuesday its fighters 
gated 46' Iranian Revolutionary 
. Guilds and injured many more in 
two separate dashes in the easfc- 
eralramao province of Kboras- 
san. -The .Baghdad-based move- 
ment, said in a telex message to 
Renters that four guards com- 
manders were among those killed 
in tbe fighting on May 8. Four 
l^jabedeen fighters also died. 
TheMujabedeen said in mid-May 
its HKD killed more than 200 
Revolutionary Guards in the 
western Iranian province of Sar- 
dasfat oh May II. 

Tunisian labour 
leaderto be freed 

TOihS'-tAP). — Ailing veteran 
labour leader Habib Achour, 74, 
is foie released from a sentence 
of seven _■ yearn* imprisonment 
under ''-a. ^presidential pardon” 
granted by .President Habib 
odiiigQibai. ofiSdal sources re- 
ported T\iesday. Mr. Achour, 
Mr.. Bourguiba’s long-time com- 
panion in the struggle for inde- 
pendence-tram French colonial 
rule, was convicted last year for 
abice of confidence and complic- 
ity a fee mismanagement of fee 
Stant.Gt^eral Union of Tunisian 
Wori;efs .(UGTT) which he : 
headed: 


Dennis Williams, chief of 
seenrity for the U.S. embassies in 
Egypt, Sudan and Jordan, and a 
deputy. John Hucke, received 
“superficial head wounds" and 
were up and about after medical 
treatment, an embassy spokes- 
man said. 

Three gunmen tailed them as 
they drove to work from the 
select southern suburb of Maadi 
at about 7:20 a.m. (0520 GMT), 
forced Mr. WflUams* black 
Peugeot station wagon to the 
roadside and opened fire at close 
range, apparently with light 
calibre weapons, officials said. 

Police said Mr. Williams, 45, 
who was driving, and Mr. Hucke, 
42, were slightly injured by glass 
splinters from shattered windows 
of fee car. An unnamed Amer- 
ican official wife them was un- 
hurt. 

As the assailants fled into light 
traffic in their green Peugeot sa- 
loon, police mounted a hunt for 
fee men involved in the third 
known shooting attack on foreign 
diplomats in fee Egyptian capital 
ip two years. 

“About five hours "afim; the 
attack. a Western news agency in 
Cairo said it received a phone call 
from a man, speaking “perfect 
Oxford English,” who said, “this 
is Egypt’s revolution. Have you 
received our statement? We are 
responsible for the shooting in 
Maadi- * 

Later, an Egyptian undercover 
policeman told AP that an un- 
identified person gave a letter to 
an errand boy in fee street out- 
side fee same news agency’s 
office and fled. The detective 
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refused to say what the letter 
contained. 

Egypt’s Revolution is the name 
used by a shadowy group that 
claimed responsibility for three 
attacks on Israeli embassy em- 
ployees in Egypt in the past three 
years. 

Two of the attacks on Israeli 
officials occurred in Maadi, a 
suburb about 12 kilometres south 
of Cairo, where many diplomats 
of fee United States and other 
countries live. Tuesday’s attack 
was at fee extreme northern edge 
of the suburb. 

An Israeli administrative 
attache was shot dead as he was 
driving in Cairo in August 1985, 
and another Israeli official was 
killed outside the Cairo trade fair 
in March last year. 

Neither murder has been 
solved. 

Egyptian authorities say they 
do not know of any organisation 
named “Egypt’s Revolution.” 

Its earlier communiques indi- 
cated it had a socialist ideology 
and condemned Egypt’s U.S.- 
brokered ties wife Israel. 

The U.S.~ embassy, one of 
Washington's largest, said there 
had been no other incidents 
affecting the embassy or fee 
security situation in Cario, where 
an estimated 10,000 Americans 
live. 

“I would assume this was a 
random incident,” one official 
said. 

The 400 to 500 U.S. govern- 
ment personnel here had been 
told to be “alert and cautious” 
but work in the embassy was 
going on normally, officials said. 


Gorbachev discusses arms 
issues with Ceausescu 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) — 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev discussed arms and other 
international issues wife Roma- 
nian President Nicolae Ceausescu 
on Tuesday. 

“Special attention was paid to 
... fee halting of fee arms race 
and the passage to disarmament, 
nuclear above all.” fee official 
Romanian news agency Agerpres 
said. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who visited a 
Bucharest machine-building plant 
Monday morning, later addressed 
a political rally and said democra- 
tisation was vital for development 
of communist society. 

In a forthright exposition of the 
reconstruction policies he has 
championed in fee Soviet Union 
for the past two years, be de- 
clared: “Honesty and openness in 
politics is essential." 


Behind Mr. Gorbachev as he 
spoke at fee rally was Romanian 
President and party leader Nico- 
lae Ceausescu, who diplomats say 
has indicated nervousness over 
fee Soviet reforms. 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
said earlier Mr. Gorbachev 
and Mr. Ceausescu had discussed 
international probk s in detail, 
including disarmament and the 
reduction of military confronta- 
tion in Europe. 

They agreed on the need to 
activate efforts to achieve a pact 
on liquidating medium-range 
nuclear missiles, a reduction of 
strategic weaponry by 50 per 
cent, an end to underground nuc- 
lear testing, and preventing fee 
transfer of the arms race into 
space — a reference to fee Un- 

( Continued on page 3) • 


NATO ministers agree to 
improve conventional forces 


! BRUSSELS (R) — NATO de- 
i fence ministers agreed on Tues- 
day that Western Europe must 
improve its conventional forces to 
face the prospect of reduced re- 
liance on mid ear weapons, the 
alliance’s top military officer said. 

West German General Wolf- 
gang Altenburg, the outspoken 
chairman of NATO's military 
committee, said the ministers gave 
surprisingly strong backing to his 
request to spend more money on 
battlefield readiness. 

Gen. Altenburg said specific 
costs were not discussed, but feat 
he warned the ministers and de- 
fence representatives from 15 
countries meeting hete that any 
U.$.-Soviet agreement to remove 
medium-range (INF) nuclear mis- 
siles from Europe would only 
enhance the superiority of War- 
saw Pact conventional forces. 

The regular two-day NATO 
defence planning committee 
meeting, which ends Thursday, 
has assumed added importance as 
superpower arms negotiators 


draw closer to agreement to re- 
move Soviet SS-20 and U.S. Per- 
shing-2 and cruise missiles from 
Europe. 

“In the discussions we bad af- 
ter my statement, the ministers 
agreed on the necessity to pro- 
vide us wife a sound conventional 
option to a degree which was very 
surprising,” Gen. Altenburg told 
a news conference. 

He said be warned ministers 
that more ammunition and re- 
serve troop strength, attack-proof 
communications and increase in 
medical and other supplies to 
ensure “sustainability 1 would 
cost more money. 

The ministers, representing all 
alliance members except France 
and Iceland, also “voiced their 
sympathy'' for fee 37 American 
servicemen who were killed last 
week in an Iraqi air attack on fee 
navy frigate USS Stark, Gen. 
Altenburg said. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger reported to the 
ministers on fee May 17 attack . 


Foundation 


TEL AVIV (R) — a parliamentary investigation has singled out two 
Israeli ministers for much of the responsibility for the Pollard spy scandal 
in Washington, Israel Television reported. It said criticism centred on 
Shimon Petes and Yitzhak Rabin who were prime minister and defence 
chief, respectively, in 1984 and 1985 when the U.S. navy intelligence 
analyst spied for Israel. Mr. Rabin is currently defence minister and Mr. 
Peres is foreign minister. The report also found that Likud Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and cabinet minister Moshe Arens were also at fault in the 
Jonathan Pollard spy affair. Earlier, a government-appointed panel said 
the entire government must accept responsibility for the espionage 
operation but made no recommendations for action against any leaders 
(See page 2). “There ate harsh references in this report... to all echelons,'' 
said Ehud Olmcn. a Likud party deputy nd member of the 
seven-man committee chaired by former Foreign Minister Abba Eban. “I 
do not rule out the possibility that some resignations will be in order but 
chat is not something that a Knesset committee can dictate,” Mr. Olmert 
said of the parliamentary report. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon I pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


White House says U.S. has not 
issued any threat against Iran 


The national Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) said the Amer- 
ican diplomats had given police 
descriptions of the assailants simi- 
lar to descriptions of fee killers of 
the two Israelis. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Esmai Abdul Meguid 
issued a statement after the 
shooting expressing regret over 
the incident and said every effort 
would be made to capture fee 
assailants. 

“We express our sorrow over 
the incident which slightly injured 
some members of the U.S. 
embassy in Cairo,” Mr. Abdul 
Meguid said. 

He added that be bad conveyed 
fee same message to U.S. Secret- 
ary of State George SbuJtz in a 
telephone conversation wife U.S. 
Ambassador Frank Wisner. 

Though no link was evident, 
Sunday’s incident came as police 
were probing a May 5 assassina- 
tion attempt on former Interior 
Minister Hassan Abu Basba, who 
directed the rounding up of Mus- 
lim zealots accused of killing 
President Anwar Sadat in 1981. 

In Washington, the United 
States administration said fee 
attack in Cairo was an isolated 
incident. 

“I don’t have anything that 
leads me to believe this is part of 
any trend,” State Department 
spokesman Charles Redman told 
reporters. 

He said the U.S. embassy in 
Cairo had “strengthened its 
already extensive security" after 
fee attack. 

Redman expressed satisfaction 
that “the government of Egypt is i 
extending its foil assistance in fee 
investigation of this incident.” 

Redman said nothing was 
known about “Egypt’s Revolu- 
tion” beyond the ract that callers 
using the name of the organisa- 
tion had claimed responsibility 
for two attacks on Israelis in the 
last two years. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The White House said Tuesday it 
would be irresponsible to suggest 
the United Stares might bomb 
Iran for attacking Kuwaiti oil 
tankers sailing under an Amer- 
ican flag in the Golf. 

“We make no threats against 
anybody,” said White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater. 
“Our forces are there as a deter- 
rent” 

He said that sometime around 
fee first of June, 11 Kuwaiti oil 
tankers will be operating under 
fee U.S. flag and receive protec- 
tion from U.S. forces in fee re- 
gion. 

Fitzwater said that “the basic 
rules of engagement have been 
made” outlining how U.S. forces 


would respond to any attack, but 
he refused to discuss them. 

After an Iraqi missile attack on 
the American frigate Stark, 
which killed 37 sailois. President 
Ronald Reagan put U.S. ships in 
the Gulf on heightened alert and 
authorised them to fire on aircraft 
that appears hostile. However, it 
is unclear how fee United States 
would respond to shore-launched 
missiles from Iran. 

At a White House briefing, 
Fitzwater said fee reflagging of 
the Kuwaiti ships was in the final 
stages, and that the decision to 
protect them was final. 

Asked if fee United States 
would bomb Iran if it attacked 
the ships. Fitzwater said. “That’s 
a very irresponsible kind ot asser- 


tion, in our judgement. ... (it is) 
irresponsible to suggest we are 
going to bomb Iran. We do not 
have any kind of purposes of that 
kind. Our purpose there is deterr- 
ence and we don’t want to suggest 
any offensive (action).” 

In Brussels, fee United States 
asked its NATO allies ro help 
U.S., British, and French forces 
to preserve freedom of navigation 
in the Gulf but received no im- 
mediate pledges of support. De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger said. 

“We (the U.S.) solicited any 
assistance that they might be able 
to get after, obviously, consulta- 
tions wife their governments,” he 

(Continued on page 3) 


American team asks to meet Iraqi 
pilot who fired missiles at the Stark 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
American military investigators 
on Tuesday asked to meet the 
Iraqi fighter pilot who attacked 
the USS Stark, killing 37 
crewmen. 

Diplomats said the nine-man 
U.S. team want to question the 
Mirage pilot who fired two Ex- 
ocet missiles into the frigate on 
May 17 as it patrolled the Gulf. 

Iraq said the attack was a mis- 
take and that the pilot thought he 
was firing at an Iranian ship. The 
captain of the Stuk said his ship 
identified itself twice to fee pilot 
as be approached. 

The diplomats said the investi- 
gators, led by Rear-Admiral 
David Rogers.* deputy director 
for current operations at the 
directorate of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, had completed their first 
session of talks wife Iraqi officials 
and would have their second 
round later Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

One diplomat said the team 
was expected to leave Baghdad 

McFarlane: 
Reagan may 
have broken 
legislation in 
aiding contras 

TOKYO (R) — Former U.S. 
presidential adviser Robert 
McFarlane said Tuesday the 
Reagan administration, out of 
frustration, may have broken fee 
law in continuing to promote aid 
for Nicaraguan rebels against 
congressional wishes. 

“President Reagan, having wit- 
nessed fee considerableprogress 
made during the late 1970s by fee 
Soviet Union (in developing 
countries)... believed that it was 
important for his administration 
to begin to reverse this trend,” he 
told a press conference. 

“However, fee instillment that 
he chose, a covert action in Nicar- 
agua, was severely opposed by 
the U.S. Congress. 

“Faced with that frustration, 
apparently those within fee admi- 
nistration continued to promote 
fee policy, perhaps using means 
not. sanctioned in law.” 

Mr. McFarlane resigned as Mr. 
Reagan's national security advis- 
er after a scandal erupted over fee 
use of money from U.S. arms sales 
to Iran to help fee contta rebels, j 

Another former White House 
National Security Council aide, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver 
North, who was fired by Mr. 
Reagan, has been accused of ! 
flouting a congressional ban on I 
direct or indirect U.S. military 1 
aid to fee rebels by giving them 
money from Iran arms sales and 
by soliciting private contribu- 
tions. 

Mr. McFarlane termed the 
incident a “rather serious break- 
down in cooperation between the 
presidency and fee Congress” 
and called for wide-ranging re- 
forms in how fee two bodies deal 
with each other over foreign 
policy . “It seems to me feat we 
are still dose enough to the Viet- 
nam experience, and it has been 
reinforced by the Iran-contra 
affair, to make dear that fee 
American people believe strongly 
feat the president should consult 
very closely with Congress in the 
definition of foreign policy.” 

Mr. McFarlane was in Tokyo 
for an international conference. 


Wednesday night. 

U.S. embassy offidals were re- 
luctant to give details of fee 
group's programme and Iraq’s 
mass media has not mentioned 
fee visit. 

U.S. Ambassador David New- 
ton said Iraqi authorities have 
been cooperative in arranging for 
the investigators to meet Iraqi 
offidals. 

Another military team, a U.S. 
navy board of inquiry, is working 
in Bahrain, where fee Stark was 
towed after it was hit. It will 
produce a detailed report of fee 
incident wife recommendations 
on avoiding a repetition. 

A third U.S. team, whose 
members will include former 
Navy Secretary John Warner, 
now a Republican senator from 
Virginia, and John Glenn, ex- 
fighter pilot and astronaut, now a 
Democratic senator from Ohio, 
will arrive in the region on 
Saturday. 

It will visit Iraq, Bahrain, 
Kuwait. Oman and Saudi Ara- 


Another representative of fee 
U.S. Senate, Democrat Jim Sas- 
ser of Tennesse, has already been 
in fee Gulf to look into the attack 
and to see if the seven American 
warships on duty in fee Gulf are 
suffirient for their task. 

In Kuwait he discussed plans 
by the Kuwaiti government and 
the Reagan administration to re- 
flag 11 Kuwaiti oil tankers wife 
fee U.S. flag to give them Amer- 
ican naval protection. 

A U.S. military analyst says the 
Iraqi pilot who fired the missiles 
at fee Stark probably was incom- 
petent, the Washington Post re- 
ported Monday. 

Harley A. Hughes, the air 
force deputy chief of staff for 
plans and operations, was quoted 
as saying fear radar tapes of fee 
Iraqi F-l Mirage fighter show the 
pilot had so much trouble con- 
trolling the plane feat be almost 
crashed into the Gulf at one 


Arafat rejects Lebanon’s 
scrapping of Cairo pact 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
on Tuesday described as illegal 
last week's decision by the 
Lebanese parliament to scrap the 
1969 Cairo agreement giving 
Palestinian fighters freedom of 
action in pails of Lebanon. 

Speaking to reporters at fee 
end of a two-day visit to Sudan, 
fee chairman of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
said: “The Lebanese parliament 
does not have fee right to repeal 
the agreement... 

“Furthermore, the agreement 
was concluded in fee framework 
of the Arab League and neither 
Lebanon nor fee organisation 
has tiv* right to repeal it.” 

Or 'he May 21 parliamentary 
move, Mr. Arafat said: “The 
decision was made by Zionist, 
supporters who wanted to con- 
vince the American Congress feat 
the PLO was isolated." 

On relations wife Egypt Mr. 
Arafat said he had no plans to 
visit Cairo. 

“We are waiting for Cairo and 
Amman to respond to fee com- 
mittee we formed to review rela- 
tions with Egypt and Jordan," he 
said. 

The Palestine National Council 


(PNC), at a meeting in Algiers 
last month, criticised Egypt for its 
links wife Israel and scrapped fee 
Feb. 11, 1985 Jordan-PLO agree- 
ment on a joint approach to 
future Middle East peace talks. 

Egypt responded by shutting 
down PLO offices in Cairo. 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived in 
Khartoum on Monday from 
Nouakchott, said his talks in 
Khartoum focused on Arab and 
Palestinian issues. 

“Tbe Sudanese leadership 
showed foil understanding ana 
support for PLO steps, especially 
the convening of fee (PNC) meet- 
ing in Algiers which restored 
Palestinian unity,” the PLO lead- 
er said. 

During his stay here, Mr. Ara- 
fat held talks with Ahmad Ali Al 
Mirghani, chairman of a five-man 
council acting as a joint presiden- 
cy, Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi and other Sudanese offi- 
cials. 

Mr. Mirghani said Tuesday 
Sudan would support a call by fee 
PLO for convening an Arab sum- 
mit in Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Mirghani spoke at Khar- 
toum airport as he saw off Mr. 
Arafat. 


Aquino prepares to decree 
sweeping agrarian reforms 


MANILA (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino is prepar- 
ing to sign a sweeping agrarian 
reform decree feat would banish 
privately owned farms larger than 
seven hectares from fee Philip- 
pines. 

Her cabinet is scheduled to 
discuss a final draft of fee decree 
on Wednesday and informed 
sources said the reforms could be 
signed into law this week. 

The plan would totally change 
life in the rural Philippines where 
the tradition of huge haciendas 
each employing the labour of 
hundreds of peasants was suc- 
ceeded by corporate ownership of 
massive tracts of land. There are 
an estimated eight million land- 
less peasants m the country. 

According to a draft of the 
decree obtained on Tuesday all 
private agriculture lands, all pub- 
lic lands suitable for agriculture 


and all ancestral and tribal lands 
would fall under the scope of the 
plan. 

The plan calls for farms larger 
than 50 hectares to be acquired 
by fee government almost im- 
mediately and sold back to fee 
rural poor at favourable terms. 

Farms larger than 24 hectares 
would go on fee block by July 1, 
1991, and by July 1, 1992, no 
landowner would be permitted to 
own more than seven hectares. 

On the political front, Mrs. 
Aquino has rejected opponents’ 
demands that she resign, declar- 
ing: “I am a woman but I am 
willing to fight them.” 

"All they want is for me to 
resign and I am not going to 
resign. That is very dear... no- 
body is about to tell me what I 
should do,” Mrs. Aquino told 
opposition senatorial candidate 
Joseph Estrada in a meeting. 


Expelled 

Birzeit 

student 

leader 

recounts 

ordeal 

By Salam eh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli military au- 
thorities baned local and foreign 
reporters in Israel from inter- 
viewing or taking photographs of 
two Palestinian students who 
were expelled to Jordan, one of 
the expelled students said 
Tuesday. 

Marwan Baighouti, president 
of the Birzeit University student 
council, said that only Israel Tele- 
vision was allowed to film him 
and his colleague Khalil Ashour 
prior to their expulsion. 

Mr. Barghouti said military 
officers took nude photographs of 
them before the expulsion claim- 
ing they were for “a medical 
examination." 

“We were told to undress, then 
about 16 pictures were taken of 
each from different angles,” Mr. 
Barghouti told reporters at the 
Birzeit University liaison office in 
Amman. 

He said that he and Mr. 
Ashour had refused to sign fee 
military expulsion order which 
said they were inciting violence 
on campus and throughout fee 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Barghouti and Mr. Ashour 
were expelled into fee Wadi Ara- 
ba area last week. 

Mr. Barghouti quoted an 
Israeli officer whom he identified 
as "Dan” as telling them: “Those 
like you must go to Lebanon and 
must die in Sidon.” He told re- 
porters that the other things said 
by fee Israeli officers were ‘’un- 
printable." 

Mr. Barghouti said he was 
arcested on April 26 at a military 
check-point between Nablus and 
Ram all ah and taken to Jneid pris- 
on in Nablus before receiving his 
expulsion order. The order said 
he and Mr. Ashour were activists 
of Fateh, the mainstream move- 
ment within fee Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Mr. Barghouti, a student of 
history, was imorisoned for four 
and a half years in 1978 on 
charges that he was a member of 
Fateh and that he received train- 
ing on arms. He said he had been 
held in "administrative deten- 
tion” once (for six months) and 
was under bouse arrest for 
another six months. He said that 
several times the Israeli author- 
ities also carried out "pre- 
cautionay arrests” on him, de- 
taining him for periods extending 
between IS and 40 days. 

“As usual, they chain my hands 
and feet and take me away,” Mr. 
Barghouti said. “It seems I had 
grown accustomed to it.” 

On April 1 1 , the Israeli author- 
: fries closed down the Birzeit Uni- 
versity for four months after a 
student was killed in a clash wife 
Israeli troops in a nearby village. 
In the 1986-87 academic year, fee 
university was closed for 148 
days, while AJ Najah University 
in Nablus, was closed for 69 days 
during fee same year. 

Mr. Barghouti said that since 
1985, 15 Palestinians have been 
expelled. 208 placed under 
“administrative detention ,” 

He said 4,300 Palestinians bad 
been sentenced for acts of resist- 
ance by Israeli military courts, 
which have also closed three 
newspapers and seven magazines. 

“These measures by the milit- 
ary authorities aim at smothering 
the Palestinian voice demanding 
fee right to life and independence 
and to fragment popular support 
of the PLO, as well as paralysing 
fee national and academic role of 
Palestinian universities,” he said. 

He told reporters that in the 
last four months fee Israeli au- 
thorities stepped up their violent 
methods at Birzeit. Four students 
were killed and 19 injured by 
Israeli forces damping down on 
demonstrations against fee 20- 
year-old occupation. 

He said these measures bad 
strengthened the Palestinian peo- 
ple's will to resist the occupation 
of their homeland, their support 
of the PLO and their stra ggle 
towards fee realisation of their 
national aspirations. 






Abducted professors’ wives 
plead for their release 


BEIRUT (AJP) — The wives of four professors, three 
Americans and an Indian, Tuesday called on Muslim 
abductors to release their husbands on the occasion 
of Islam's lesser Bairam feast. 


The three-days feast follows 
Ramadan, the holy month of 
dawn-to-dusk fast. The lesser 
Bairam falls on either Wednesday 
or Thursday depending on visual 
monitoring of Crescent that 
marks the" beginning of each 
month according to the Muslims' 
lunar calendar. 

“As they have given the gift of 
knowledge to thousands, at this 
time please give them the gift of 
freedom," said Virginia Rose 
Steen, wife of hostage Alarm 
Steen, 47, of Boston. 

Islamic Jihad for the Liberation 
of Palestine claims it holds the 
four educators, who were snatch- 
ed on Jan. 24 from the camnpus 
of the American-affiliated Beirut 
University College (BUC). 

“In the name of all holy 
teachings and at the occasion of 
this blessed feast we call on all to 
work for the release of our hus- 


bands," said Feryal Polhill, wife 
of Robert Polhill, 53, of New 
York City. 

“We plead with you to release 
our husbands as a Fitr (lesser 
Bairam) gift,'' said Badr Turner, 
wife of hostage Jesse Turner, 39, 
a native of Boise, Idaho. 

“We will get our first baby 
within three weeks.” Mrs. Turner 
said in English. 

“I wish all of you a happy Eid 
(feast) and hope you will be freed 
soon," said Lalmani Singh, wife 
of Mirhileshwar Singh, who is a 
native of India and legal resident 
alien of the United States. 

Islamic Jihad for the Liberation 
of Palestine has offered to swap 
the four for 400 Arab prisoners. 
held in Israel. The Jewish state, 
however, has refused to consider 
their proposal. 

The four wives made their re- 
marks in a news conference at 


BUC. 

In all. 24 foreigners are missing 
and believed kidnapped in Leba- 
non since March 1985. They are 
eight .Americans, six Frenchmen, 
two Britons, two West Germans, 
an Irishman, an Italian, a South 
Korean, an Indian and two un- 
identified foreign men. 

Also missing in Lebanon is 
Anglican Church envoy and hos- 
tage negotiator Terry Waite. He 
dropped out of sight ou Jan. 20 
after leaving a hotel in west 
Beirut to negotiate with hostage- 
holders. 

Druze warlord Walid Junblatt. 
whose Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) militia was in charge of 
protecting Mr. Waite, has ac- 
cused the Irani an -backed Hizbol- 
lah of holding Mr. Waite, the 
personal emissary of Archbishop 
of Canterbury Robert Runcie. 

Hizbollah. or Party of God. has 
denied the charge, however. The 
group, made up of Shi'ite Mus- 
lims loyal to Iran’s Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, is believed 
to be an umbrella under which 
numerous factions operate. 


Brzezinski 
suggests 
Soviet part 
in Stark 
attack 


Pollard report slams Israeli leaders 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A sec- 
ret government-appointed in- 
quiry Tuesday harshly criticised 
Israeli leaders over the Jonathan 
Pollard spy scandal but did not 
recommend any action be taken 
against them, state radio said. 

A two-man commission sub- 
mitted the report to Israeli lead- 
ers, IS months after ruilard, a 
U.S. navy intelligence analyst, 
was caught passing secret docu- 
ments to Israel. A Washington 
court jailed him for life in March. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
and Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin — three of the principals 
under investigation — met to 
receive the report before its sub- 
mission to Israel's 10-man inner 
cabinet. 


A spokesman for Shamir said 
the three leaders could decide to 
make public some details of the 
inquiry, which has no powers to 
level charges in court. The gov- 
ernment is under no legal obliga- 
tion to disclose the findings. 

The radio said the report, 
which criticised both political and 
operational handling in the affair, 
would be submitted to the inner 
cabinet. 

A senior Israeli official, who 
declined to be identified, said: 
“The conclusions of the report 
appear not harsh enough to inflict 
any damage." 

The cabinet appointed Attor- 
ney Joshua Rotenstreich and for- 
mer army Chief-of-Staff Zvi Zur 
to conduct the inquiry in March 
after Pollard’s severe sentence 


deepened Israel's embarrassment 
with the United States, its closest 
ally. 

Israeli parliamentarians on the 
Intelligent Subcommittee met 
for a third day in seclusion in 
hopes of completing a separate 
inquiry into the affair. The com- 
mittee. collecting testimony in 
secret for 10 weeks, has been tom 
by political acrimony. 

Israeli leaders have insisted 
they knew nothing about the op- 
eration, blaming it instead on a 
“rogue intelligence unit" prompt- 
ly disbanded after Pollard's arrest 
in November 1985. 

The report saved its toughest 
condemnation for those who 
hired Pollard and supervised Ms 
spy activities, the state-run radio 
said without attribution. 


RafeaBjasi: Helicopters 
can destroy warships 


Israeli legislators demand 
trial of Shin Bet agents 


Israel cancels 
questioning of 


TEL AVIV (R) Israeli legisla- 
tors are demanding an inquiry 
into the tarnished Shin Bet secur- 
ity service and have called for the 
agency’s interrogators to be put 
on trial for coercing a Muslim 
army officer into a false confes- 
sion of treason and espionage. 

Labour Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, asked by reporters if 
Shin Bet officials should be taken 
to court for using severe mental 
and physical pressure to extort a 
confession from Lieutenant Izat 
Nafsu, said Monday:" 

“The law must be executed in 
a swift way. Whoever digressed 
from the law must be put on 
trial.” 

In an unprecedented ruling on 
Sunday, Israel's supreme court 
upheld Nafsu's appeal and freed 
the former officer, who comes 
from the minority Circassian 
community in northern Israel. He 
had served more than seven years 


of an 18-year sentence." 

The three-judge panel severely 
criticised methods used bv secur- 


German witness 
in Nazi trial 


ity agents to force Nafsu to con- 
* fess. It said he was illegally in- 
terrogated and Shin Bet person- 
nel had committed perjury at his 
trial in 1980. 

Nafsu said security agents 
threatened his wife and mother, 
deprived him of sleep, made him 
strip, spat in his face, threw him 
on the floor, and forced him to 
stand outside for long periods in 
mid-winter and then take cold 
showers 


State Television quoted the 
former head of interrogations for 
Shin Bet as saying the same tech- 
niques used in Nafsu's case were 
applied in hundreds of otter in- 
vestigations. 

This lent new weight to fre- 
quent charges by Palestinian pris- 
oners that they had been tortured 
into confessions. 


BONN (R) — Israeli lawyers 
probing the past of alleged Nazi 
death camp officer John Demjan- 
juk cancelled the questioning of 
one West German witness as they 
already had gathered enough in- 
formation, an Israeli embassy 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

He said the lawyers did sot ask 
Heinrich Schaefer, who worked 
with Demjanjuk during World 
War II, to appear in the city of 
Kassel Monday to testify against 
the man accused of being the gas 
chamber operator “Ivan the 
terrible.” 

Israeli prosecution lawyers, 
basing much of their case on a 
Nazi identification card said to 
belong to Demjanjuk, arrived in 
West Germany earlier this month 
and quesioned the first witness in 
Cologne last week. 


Meanwhile. Iranian Parliament 
Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
Monday that a warship in the 
Gulf could be destroyed by 
volunteers flying a helicopter and 
eager for martyrdom. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (ERN A) quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as saying this meant the 
power and efficiency of foreign 
fleets in the strategic waterway 
should be questioned. 

U.S,, Soviet, British and 
French vessels ply the Gulf. 

tBS Agency V^htfch did notpro- 
vide direct quotes , paraphrased 
Mr. Rafsanjani as saying that a 
warship could be “destroyed by a 
helicopter and some volunteer 
forces who dare martyrdom.'’ 
While Iraq usually attacks ship- 
ping in the Gulf with missiles 
launched from fighter-bombers, 
Iran has lately relied on gunboats 
or helicopters for its raids. 

The Iranian agency, monitored 
in Nicosia, said Mr. Rafsanjani 
made the remarks in a speech to 
personnel of the Iranian army 
aviation service in Tehran. 

FRNA. again quoting Mm in- 
directly, said he advised them “to 
be prepared to play a key role 
once the situation in the Gulf 
worsens" because of “Iraqi mis- 
chievous acts." 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

14:00 Koran 

14:10 Review of programmes 

14: IS Alice in Wonderland 

14:40 Arabic series 

14:10 Arabic Programme 

16-JO Arabic play 

17:55 Rcligjus programme 

18:50 Arabic scries 

]O;10 Religious programme 

19 JO Ramadan competition 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20 JO Arabic scries 

21:30 Soccer via satellite 

23:00 News rn Arabic 


23:00 News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

23:57 News Headlines 

24:00 Close Down 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 


EXHIBITION 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman 


Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-l.UQ p.m. 
Closed Saturday*. Tel. 664240. 


639. 720. 1323 KH: 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 French programme 

19:00 News in Ftrnch 

19:15 French programme 

19:30 Nows m Hebrew 

afcOO News in Arabic 

20:30 Three's Crowd 

21:10 In search of the Trojan War 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 The Rebels 


RADIO JORDAN 


SS5 KHz. AM A MHz. FM 
£ partlv on »5H> KHz. SW 
Tel 774 111- 19 


07:00 ... 
©7:30 .... 
08:00 .. . 
10:00 .... 
IO:0S .... 
11:00 .... 
1130 .... 
12:00 .... 


Light Music 

Newsdesk 

MornmgShow 

News Summary 

Morning Show Con id 

Men from the Ministry 

Songs from Movies 

News Sutnmarv 


12:05 .... 


12J0 .... 
0:00 .... 
13:05 

P-jp Session 

News Summary 

Pop Session 

14^0 .... 

14:10 .... 

News BoUclin 


ISrtM .... 
16K» .... 
16^5 .... 
16:30 .... 

Concert Hour 

News in Summary 

Instrumentals 

Crtd Favourites 

17KJ0 .... 
17:30 .... 
1840 .. 
18^5 .... 

Jordan Weekly 

Pop Session 

News Summary 

1800 .... 


19:00 .... 
I9J0 .... 

News Desk 

20:00 .... 


2I.-00 .... 
ZIHB .... 

NewsSuramaiy 

21^5 .... 


22:00 .... 

... Evening Show Continued 


07:00 Newsdesk 07 JO International 
Soccer Special 07:40 Soccer ooniil. 
07:45 Reflections 07:50 FjnarwaaJ New.; 
08:00 World News 68*9 24 Hours: 
News Summary 88 JO Report on Reli- 
gion 08:45 The World Today 09^0 
Newsdesk 09:J© Meridian IfcOO World 
News I0d>9 24 Hours: News Summary 
IfcJfl Prompt 11:00 World News 11:00 
Reflections 11:15 International Soccer 
Special 11 JO Brain of Britain 1087 
12.-00 World News 12:09 British Press 
Review 12:15 The World Today 12 JO 
Financial News: Look Ahead 12:45 
The Classic Albums 13. DO News Sum- 
mary; Omnibus 13:30 My Word !4dW 
World News 14:09 News About Britain 
14:15 Forgive L's Our Press Passes 
14:25 A Letter from Wales 14 JO Meri- 
dian 15:00 Radio Newsreel 15:15 Mas- 
terpiece in Miniature 15:25 The Farm- 
ing World 15:45 Sports Round-up 
16:00 World News 16:09 24 Hours; 
News Summary 1 6 JO Development 
'87 17:60 News Summary: Outlook 
17:45 Report on Religion 1SK10 Radio 
Newsrcef 18 JO Vintage Comedy 19HM 
World News 19:09 Commentary 19:15 
The Pleasures of Seeking 19:45 The 
World Today 20:00 World News 2fc(N 
A Letter from Wales 20:15 Workim* 
Wildlife 20:40 Book Choice 20J0 
Sports Round-up 21:00 Newsdesk 
21:30 Outlook 22:00 News Summary. 
Outlook Contd. 22:15 European Cup 
24:00 News Summary; Rock Salad 
00:15 Counterpoint 08:45 Soccer 
(contd.) 02:15 Write on... 


' Artistic exhibition including 50 
plates, by Jordanian plastic artist 
Mohammad Sabah Kisw ’n*. At exhibi- 
tion ha©. Plaza Hotel. Tne exhibition 
runs through Wednesday. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Culfurnl Centre .. Tel. 

American Centre 

American Centre Library 

British Council.. 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Cccuc 

Have Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth Cltv 

YWCA * 

Y.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library ... 
Uni-., of Jordan Library 


«il 02677 
.. 644371 
..64153) 
h36I47<5 
. 657009 
.. 641993 
..644203 
-624049 
.. 639777 
.. 665195 
667181* 
.. 641793 
.. 6.74251 
..637111 
.. 843555 


Lions .Vramaa Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Holi- 
day Inn. 1:30 p.m. 

Lions PfrUadeipiria Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and lourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. * 7 .30 p.m. 
nubdriphia Rotary Clsb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. - 
I:.*'? p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Rqyul A nm mobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Crete, i cl. 816534. 
817534. 


MUSEUMS 


CHURCHES 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


AW 1260 £ SW 7200. 95«S. 11740. 
11925 and 152 in Hr 


06:00 News 06:10 Newsline 06 JO VO A 
Morning 97:00 News 07:10 Newsline 
07 JO VOA Morning 08:00 Non 0S-.1C 
Newsline 08 JO V(iA Mi ' mine 0WW 
News 09:16 Newsline 09:30 VOA 
Morning 18:00 News 18:10 Newsline 
18 JO Music USA 19*0 News 19:10 
Focus 19 JO Special English News & 
Features 2thfl0 News 20:10 Newsline 
20JO Magazine Show- 21:00 News 
21:10 Fcciis 2 1 JO Special English 
News it Features 22:00 News 22:10 
Newsline America 23J6 Music LISA 
Jazz 23:90 News Editorial 23:15 
Musk USA Jazz 24:80 News 00:10 
World Report 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum.** Fun Jnd knowledge fur all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Hava Aris Centre Open all week 9:00 
a m - !:!*•» p.m. and 3:30 p.m - 0:00 
p.m. Closed hr Friday. 

Falk! ore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tume? over IS • year* eld. Also monies 
from Madaba and Jeiasfa 14th to J&h 
centuries I . The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hour?: 9.0du.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-reand. Tel. ’ <51/60. 

Jordan .VrcbseoteglcaJ Mescam: Mas 
an cvcvllcri collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Oal'a 
(Citadel Hill;. Opening hours: 9.00 

а. m. -5.0Q p m. (Fridays and rfltcial 
holidays- lU.Ou a m. to 4.00 p.m.t 
Closed Tuesdays 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings ceramics, and 
sculptures b> contemporary IJjcnc 
arHsts from most "f 'he Muslim coun- 
tries and a civllo-i-rai e*f paintings bv 
19th Century pneniallrt artist. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Luu-cibtkh. Opening hour?. 
1LUIU a.m. - 1.50 p.m. and 3.UU p.m.- 

б. K) p.m. Clp.idd Tuesdays. Tel 
630128. 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic ) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcihdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaEr Church I Roman Githnlici 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasaota Church t Roman Catholic ). 
Jabal Luwdbdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage^ mec: every Saturday ;■! 5:3!) 
p.m, rej; fC23oh " 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
OrtfcnuoK i Ahdali, Tel. h2J54t. 
AngUcun Chorcl: (Church of the Re- 
deemer! Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
Armenian Catholic Church .V-h witch. 
Tel. 77IJ31. 

Armenian Orthodox Chord] Ashra- 
tieb. T=I 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
do;! Ashrafich, Tel. 77 j 751 
Amman international Church (Inter- 
dcn-jmiruuorall; meet, at Southern 
Baptm .School ns Shmeisani. Tel. 
hTf 574. 

&«angeGral t^ftferran Church Jabal 
Ammon. 6th Circle. (Rev. N. Smir). 
Tel. 611295. 


6-year-old GCC accepts greater superpower role 

ABU DHABI (R) — Six years national as well as Gulf response operations needed to \rJi 22 t Six years of metl^ 
after its formation tn nmmote biiitv. shipping over a wide r^A. nuttee work haveyielded com- ^ 


ABU DHABI (R) — Six years 
after its formation to promote 
regional self-defence and econo- 
mic integration, the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
appears to have accepted a grow- 


ing superpower role in the region. 

The Gulf Arab states, who 
produce some IS per cent of the 
non-Communist World’s oil, 
formed the GCC here on May 25, 
-1981 in part to boost collective 
defences and curb superpower 
influence. 

Since then Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman have moved closer to their 
goal of a common market and 
coordinated oD and defence poli- 
cies. 

But diplomats in the region say 
they have also seen the limits of 
their ability to solve the 616-year- 
old I ran -Iraq war and to protect 
themselves from threats to their 
oil and shipping interests. 

More than 200 ships have been 
hit in the Gulf by either Iran or 
Iraq over the past three years, 
with many of Iran's recent victims 
tankers round to or from Iraq’s 
staunch ally Kuwait. 

GCC Secretary General 
Abdullah Bishara said after last 
November's summit in Abu Dha- 
bi that protection of shipping in 
international waters was an inter- 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — For- 
mer National Security Advisor 
Zbigniew Brzezinski' has sug- 
gested it was possible that the 
Soviet Union had caused last 
week's Iraqi attack on the U.S. 
navy frigate Stark by “electronic 
interference.’* 

No other U.S. official or for- 
mer official has previously sug- 
gested any Soviet role in last 
Sunday's attack in the Gulf in 
which an Iraqi F-i fighter plane 
fired an Exocet missile at the 
Stark, killing 37 sailors on board. 

Mr. Brzezinski, interviewed on 
CNN, said be thought the attack 
! was “probably a mistake as far as 
the Iraqi's are concerned.” 

“Whether there was some elec- 
tronic interference and stimula- 
tion by a third party I am not 
sure ” he added. # 

Asked if he was referring to 
Iran, he said, “Iran or perhaps 
the Soviets." 

Asked, “do you think the 

Soviets might have caused it? Mr. 
Brzezinski replied, “I say it's 
possible." 

Mr. Brzezinski, a member of 
former President Jimmy Carter's 
administration, did not elaborate 
on how he thought the Soviets 
could have caused the Iraqi pilot 
to attack by electronic methods. 

He said the attack had not 
caused a strong U.S. reaction 
against Iraq, “and I don't think it 
should.” 

A nine-man U.S. military team 
is currently in Baghdad to investi- 
gate the attack. 


national as well as Gulf responsi- 
bility. 

When attacks on Kuwaiti ships 
escalated early this year, Kuwait 
asked Washington and Moscow 
to charter tankers that would be 
entitled to superpower naval pro- 
tection. 


Lig UVCJ d W|UV i ■«. uuisyv J - ^ j 

e fact the Gulf aimed mon regulations and polities on 


forces are now training and talk- issues ranging from .customs ^ 
tng with each other is a big step duties to car specifications and r 
forward,” said one Western di--’ tire -use. of insecticide: ^ 


plomat. “But events axe just 
moving too fast.” 


The group is a living reality for j 
GCC citizens who can now travel ' kvj 


Direct GCC efforts to end the 
war, previously rebuffed by 
Tehran, have for the moment 
given way to calls on the big 
powers to use their influence. 

Diplomats said there is wide 
GCC backing for a fresh United 
Nations Security Council initia- 
tive to call for peace talks and 
impose an arms embargo against 
any party that rejects them. 

GCC Assistant Secretary 
General for Political Affairs Saif 
Al Muskari was quoted as saying 
recent visits to the region by U.S. 
and Soviet officials raised great 
hopes, although he did not fore- 
see an early end to the conflict. 

Last week's accidental Iraqi 
'missile attack on the U.S. frigate 
Stark, which killed 37 crewmen, 
has highlighted risks of the U.S. 
presence but has so far not 
affected Kuwaiti plans to charter 
U.S. tankers. 


Diplomats say the GCC has 
made progress toward military 
cooperation but is far from being 
able to carry out the naval and air 


Vanuatu delays decision on 
opening of Libyan mission 


PORT VILA (R) — Vanuatu 
announced Tuesday it had post- 
poned indefinitely a decision on 
opening a Libyan diplomatic mis- 
sion here. 

Prime Minister Walter Lini 
told parliament the move was not 
the result of outside pressures 
and Vanuatu would keep the 
matter under “active review.” 

Lini said some of Vanuatu’s 
South Pacific neighbours were 
unnecessarily alarmed over his 
island state's Libyan connection 
which was “nothing sinister or 
revolutionary." 

He did not name the countries 
but Australia has been one of the 
most outspoken critics of 
Vanuatu's links with Libya. 
Vanuatu and Libya set up formal 
ties last year. 

The Libyan issue has soured 
relations between Vanuatu and 
Australia and two weeks ago I -ini 
banned visits by Australian 
warships and aircraft. 

Australia has accused Libya of 
trying to destabilise the tradi- 
tionally pro-Western region and 
last week ordered the closure of 
the Libyan People's Bureau in 
Canberra and expelled its two 
diplomats. 

Lini said: “The quarrels of our 
neighbours with Libya is their 
own business, not ours. Relations 
between Vanuatu and Libya are 
good.” 

“Relations between Vanuatu 
and Libya are new and there is 
not much cooperation between 
our two countries. On this basis, 
the government has decided to- 
put off indefinitely a decision on 
the establishment of a Libyan 
diplomatic mission in Vanuatu,” 
he said. 

Lini, an Anglican priest, also 
defended , Vanuatu's recent 


fishing agreement with the Soviet 
Union and said his country would 
continue to follow a strict non- 
aligned policy. 

He said the Soviet Union had 
given Vanuatu $1.5 million as an 
annual fee for fishing within 
Vanuatu's 200-mile economic 
zone. 

Vanuatu had also decided to 
sign a multi-lateral fishing agree- 
ment between the United States 
and the 13-member Sooth Pacific 
Forum. 

Commenting on the current 
Fijian crisis, Lini said Vanuatu 
did not agree with the military 
ousting an elected government. 

“But it is not our business to 
interfere in the domestic affairs of 
Fiji and we hope that other coun- 
tries would do the same.” 

In Canberra, Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke said Tuesday his 
decision to dose the Libyan 
embassy led Vanuatu to inde- 
finitely postpone establishing a 
Libyan' diplomatic mission. ' 

“That, decision, (the: expulsion) 
was communicated to regional 
governments and it has helped to 
underline the strength and the 
validity of the views of my gov- 
ernment on Libyan activities,” 
said Mr. Hawke. 

Mr. Hawke, during question- 
ing in parliament, said that in 
response to his action, Lini bad 
dedded to indefinitely postpone 
allowing the Libyans to open an 
embassy in his country. 

The dosure of the Libyan 
embassy followed weeks of con- 
cern by Australia about what it 
viewes as increased Libyan activ- 
ity in the region. lini in the past 
had complained that Australia 
had no right to criticise his coun- 
try's links with Libya when it had 
diplomatic ties with Tripoli. 
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Another increase in temperature is 
expeaed with variable and moderate 
winds. In Aqaba winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and calm sen. 


MmJmax. temp. 

Amman 15/30 

Aqaba 20/36 

P=s?us 14/33 

Jordan Valley 16 / 34 


Baghdad (RJ) 

Jeddah ( RJ) 


Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 


i Cairo (RJ) 


man 29. Aqaba 36. Humidit 
Amman 20 per cent. Aaai 
cent. 


per cent. 


- The GCC held its first joint among the- rix states without visas 
naval exercises off Oman earlier or set up businesses with the *1 


this vear. followed by Land man- rights of a local citizen. 

■ m . jr V _ — Vfn * aII U«uik 1 i 


oeuvres in March .also in Oman, 
diplomatic sources said. 


Not all efforts have been, suc- 
cessful. A 1983 decision to set 


. . mi nim um import tariffs at a uni- 

^ fonn fair per cent m ; wid^- 


in buying US.-madeOrion iuot- flontcdasG uif ports competed 

^ declining tiadeata timeofreceS- 


wouW be the first-ever joint arms ^^*\E port sources say.; Mil 

Vwg**- .. . . p nrr But the GCC states;,. tied. fry . r 

The planes could give theGCC soda] ^ - p ^ 

states tong-range “Jj{ terns, remain a rare experiment in ;.W 

strike capability to protect ou mrity- that has lasted; offi- . ; U aI 

traffic, diolomats sav- . K.* 


traffic, diplomats say- . 

A privately owned UAE news- 


dais say: 


Finance Ministers and central 


* _ * . , I ■ ^ (TUtlUVU U’lilUDLWLD OMU WliUOl jJ .* 1 

paper Sunday said movesto '*? ring j iank govemojs have been discus- P 

m the superpowers contradicted . ^ linkage; of qm canen- jX 

theGCXTs stated goats, 'll des to a common exchangestan- . 
GCCstates toe ^eM WiKms dard, probably a basket of inter- ^ 
arms tat what .s the role ofthese nali( J£l eorrencies. > 

STiSf ffS? SSS . Hecrid^e^arejiscos- ^ 


arms if not to guarantee stability 
and security and keep out the 
superpowers and their plans?” 
asked Sharjah's Al Khaleej. 


sing a Guff-wide electricity grid 


that could. fink power plants in. 
Kuwait with ronsumeis m.Oman, 


GCC officials often stress that more than 1 ,000 kilometres away. . J \ Hf 


Gulf cooperation cannot be built 
overnight and slow, careful prog- 
ress on smaller issues is the best 
way to start 


Other proposed inihBtnKfcir^ 
projects include storage "and .dor^^s^ 
tribution facilities for refined bfl g frj 
products and gas. • 


Hit Soviet tanker heads 
for repair in Bahrain 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — The dent.; 


Soviet tanker Marshal Chuykov CapL Vyacheslav Mordvinteev 


headed slowly for B ahrain Tues- told TASS r the Soviet . News 
day under its own power for Agency, that another tanker pas- 


repairs after hitting a sea mine off sed safely throi 
Kuwait in die northern Gulf 10 nel about an 
days ago, shipping sources said. Marshal Chuy 
The tanker, holed in its star- rive device ea 
board side, was not expected -in “If it was 


sed safely through the same chan- 
nel about an . hour - before; the 
Marshal Chuykov hit an 'ejqrip- 
rive device early on May l7. 


“If it was a- -mine, then it - J 9 .^ 


Bahrain before Wednesday, the probably was:.put in the path of. ^ 


sources said. the Marsfiaf Oiaykov not tong 

The 67 , 980-dead weigh r-to nne before ±e explosion,” Jte' said, 
ship is one of three Soviet tankers CapL Mordvintsev said his ship 
chartered by Kuwait in a move to was bound for the Kuwait port.of ; ^ 
safeguard its oil exports from Al Ahmadi when something blew ' 
at tacks in the Guff. a icone-shaped hole of 40 square ^ 

Iran has recently stepped up metres in the huU’s front star- • ? S 
strikes on vessels associated with, board section.. . .... - g 

Kuwait in retaliation for the emi- “The whole ship seemed iS. f sirt 


Kuwait in retaliation for the emi- 


rate’s support for Tehran’s war rear up,” Capt. Moirivintsev 


enemy Iraq. said. . ' scilft 

The Marshal Chuykov hit the Two fuel tanks were destroyed j&jfc 
mine about 36 hours before an and the tanker’s power system >'hMa 
Iraqi Mirage fighter-bomber and bulkheads were .damaged, Tis!® 
seriously damaged the U.S. fri- but none of the crew died. jhs t 
gate Stark in what both Baghdad The ship was .one of tfoee_- * — 
and Washington have. said an leased fo KowaiturKJer.anagree--; I] 
error. - > ’■ »' ' J ^ ^ ment afflibtincdtf iff midr^ril- al 

Meanwhile the raptain of Mar- . TASS did not say if the Mar- ; ' . 
shal Chuykov said in an mteiymwi,* shal Chuykov had. a imfitary mp 
published Monday that the expo- % escort. Sovief officials said they 'w. 
rive device which ripped a hole in "were considering providing stichr 1 
the oil tanker may have been escorts to the tanker leased to 
planted shortly before the inri- Kuwait . 

i — 

Rabat, Algiers exchange PoWs j* 


Rabat, Algiers exchange PoWs 


RABAT, Morocco .(AP) — 
Morocco and Algeria, their rela- 
tions soured over the Western 
Sahara war, exchanged about 2S0 
military prisoners Monday at the 
frontier village where the two 
nations’ leaders met three weeks 
ago, die Moroccan news agency 
MAP reported. 

Both countries, citing the spirit 
of the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan, announced the ex- 
change on Saturday but did not 


say when it would take place. cot 

‘.';a on 

The prisoners were torhedover steo 
during the approximately, two-. - is; pro 
hour exchange at the village of 
Zouj-Bghal, a few kfldmetro*^; a 
from the Moroccan towns of Oo- -- casnx 
jda. Only local officials, including ages \ 
the governor of Oujda, Mdiam- 5ar ford 
mad Boufous, were present^ - — 
according to well informed n » 
sou rces speaking on condition of ■ \tU] 
anonymity. . . ' 
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to receive 
cables 


“Pisa 


Majesty, 

received 

nwre feWei ; of ^^ wishcs for 
JordaiV Jodegeadence Day 
annirop^^v^ .-_'. 
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Jfrom King 
F^ ^_ S 80 Kfi ^Arabia, Queen 
EKzafrefebfi; Britain , King Car! 
GiiSmbfS«edenr,StJitan Hassan 
BaJqfclL Crf Bruner, U.S. Presi- 
dent RonaW • Reagan, French 
President Francois Mitterrand, 


Italian President Francesco Cos- 
siga. India's President Zail Singh. 
President Mogosov of Yugosla- 
via, President Cordon Aqtuno of 
the Philippines, President Mauno 
Koivisto of Finland, President 
Pinochet of Chile, President 
Ramiz Alia of Albania. President 
Agatha Barbara of Malta, Presi- 
dent Eyadema of Togo. President 
of Trinidad. President Bierra of 
Guinea Bissau and Prime Minis- 
ter Jacques Chirac of France. 
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Dajani, PSD director 
toui* anti-narcotics squad 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Interior Rajni Dajani .Tuesday 
called at jhc Anti-Narcotics Di- 
vision of the Public Security De- 
partment ^PSD) and met with 
PSD Director LL-Gea, Abdul 
Hadi A 1 Majafi. 

The minister and Lt.-Gen. Ma- 
jali heard a -briefing on the work 
of anti-narcotics squad and coop- 
eration with Aran countries in 
combating drug trafficking. 

They were -also briefed by the 
anti-narcotics squad director, 
CbLvHasbem AJ Qaisi, on . the 
munbei and type of drug -smug- 
gling; and trafficking operations, 
which have dropped in the past 
few' years. - 

QuMay9 v the PSD announced 
the seizure of 310 kilogrammes of 
hashish' and an unspecified 


amount of heroin and other drugs 
in Jordan with a street value of 
JD 300.000. 

CoL Qaisi told a press confer- 
ence then that the seizure was 
made in April 1987, and noted 
that 43 persons involved in the 
drug smuggling have been 
arrested, and these included 24 
non-Jordanians. 

The minister was briefed dur- 
ing the viat on the squad's mod- 
em methods of discovering drugs, 
which include the employment of 
police dogs. Recently police dogs 
detected drugs concealed in a 
suitcase at Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport, according to Col. 
Qaisi. 

After the briefing, the minister 
toured the department’s different 
sections. 
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Ministry extends deadline 
for purchasing cereals 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Agriculture has extended 
the period for purchasing cereals 
from local, producers in the Jor- 
dan Valley region until June IS, 
avoiding te an announcement by 
Ministry Under Secretary Salem 
- AILatrai.;. ! . 

TSr. Lawzi said that the purch- 
ase of cereals takes place in Deir 
Aha; he urged, fanners to sell 
their erdps to the Ministry of 
Apiculture centre there to save 
-them the trouble of carrying their 
crop£To Jweideh pear Amman, if 
they failal to abide by the June 
TS"deadlipe. f ; 

On-May 9, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, said, that it would 
purchase the crops at very good 


prices to encourage fanners in 
their work. A tonne of wheat is 
being purchased by the ministry 
at JD 144; 2 tonne of barley at JD 
90, a tonne of lentils at JD 180, 
and a tonne of chick peas at JD 
170. 

These are higher prices than 
those offered elsewhere. The 
government is subsidising the 
prices of crops with the purpose 
of encouraging farmers to double 
their efforts in producing food 
supplies, Dr. Lawzi noted. 

To 1 facilitate the purchase of 
cereals from farmers, a special 
committee chaired by Dr. Lawzi 
has been -formed and has been 
supervising the process in the 
Jordan Valley. 


A1 Hussein Society to 
open new training centre 


would* 


-AMMAN (Petra) —The AI Hus- 
sein Society for the Rehabilita- 
• tioflr of the Physically Handicap- 
ped announced Tuesday that it 
has embarked on constructing a 
new. centre for training the pa- 
tients on radio and television 
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maintenance. 

The-projected centre, which is 
expected to cost JD 36,350, will 
have ai: workshop that can 
accommodate 1 2 handicapped 
trainees who have completed 
dJW third preparatory classes at 


school. 

. These will be offered a two- 
year training course on maintain- 
ing radio and television sets and 
will receive courses in science, 
mathematics, English and en- 
gineering drawing, the announce- 
ment said. 


It said that the centre will have 
a dormitory to house those living 
outside the Amman area and an 
adjacent greenhouse to train the 
students on growing flowers. 



Switzerland added to 
fast mail service list 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Switzerland 
•has been added to the list of 
countries with which Jordan 
^ se^es'through a fast mail dehv- 
ery sexvice, according to an 
. announcement by the Ministry of 
. Communications, supervising the 
work of . post offices in the 
Kingdom. 

It said that with the addition of 
Switzerland, as' of June J , 1987, 
Jordan wiD' thus serve 20 coun- 
tries with the fast delivery ser- 
vice* which was introduced last 
July: 

When it was first introduced, 
this service- linked Jordan with 
only three Arab countries and 
two foreign countries. 

In announcing the inauguration 
ofThe service. Ministry of Com- 
munications Under ■ Secretary 
Mausour Ibn Tarif said that 


arrangements have been made to 
ensure that packages, parcels and 
letters sent through this fast ser- 
vice reach their destination in a 
maximum period of 24 boors. He 
also named the central post office 
in Amman to handle this service 
from eight in the morning until 
seven in the evening. 

In its announcement, the 
Ministry of Communications said 
all mail will be carried to its 
dest ina ti o n on board Royal Joda- 
nian air planes. 


Countries included in the fast 
mail delivery system are: Egypt. 
Iraq, Tunisia, Oman, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Britain, 
France, West Germany, Taiwan, 
Holland. Greece, Japan, Cyprus, 
Austria, USA and Switzerland. 


U.S. ‘did not threaten Iran’ 
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• (Continued from page 1) 
told reporters after day-long 
®eetmg£ NATO’s defence minis- 
ters on European defence issues. 

dearly no decisions could be 
made immediately “but the point 
was raised, Mr. Weinberger 
sa>d. _ 

Mr. Wemberger reported to 
alliance defence ministers in both 
. collective and bi-lateral meetings 
on the May 17 missile attack on 
the Stark. . 

The U;£ .Britain, and France 
all maintain -a naval presence in 
the regfon. ‘ 

: Iraq - has mounted increasing 


attacks on tankers in the Gulf in 
an attempt to deprive Iran of its 
oil earnings. Iran has retaliated 
by raiding commercial shipping 
serving Arab countries. 

Mr. Weinberger suggested that 
Other Western countries might 
provide ships or an - cover in the 
region, but said there was no 
formal U.S. proposal and no col- 
lective support from NATO 
which has traditionally kept its 
military forces in Europe. 

“ft is possible, but not very 
likely, that the alliance could do 
something as a whole," Mr. 
Weinberger said. 


Gorbachev, Ceatisescu discuss arms 
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_ .( Continued from page 1) 

! ited States strategic defence in- 
itiative. 7 V- ’ ' 

Meanwhile, a Soyfot Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said in Mos- 
cow. that Mr.- Gorbachev would 
bead rhe Soviet -delegation to 


Warsaw Pact meeting in East 
Berlin on Thursday and Friday. 


Yuri Gremitskikh announced 
the meeting of the pact’s political 
consultative committee during a 
briefing for journalists. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor and Amman Mayor 
Abdul Raouf AI Rawabdeh head for a briefing 


Tuesday on the various projects under way in the 
Greater Amman area (Petra photo) 


Queen reviews plans for Amman 
development with council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Tuesday morning 
visited the Greater Amman 
Municipality and met with Mayor 
Abdul Ra'ouf AI Rawabdeh and 
members of his municipal council 
to review future programmes of 
the Greater Amman region. 

In the meeting. Queen Noor 
was briefed on plans for develop- 
ing areas in downtown Amman, 
including the expansion of the 
Hashemite Plaza near the old 


municipality building, the Roman 
amphitheatre, and the new town 
hall. 

The Queen reviewed with the 
council plans for the second 
phase of the Amman National 
Park which will include a botanic- 
al garden, a zoo and other facili- 
ties. The first phase of the pro- 
ject, lying some seven kilometres 
from the Seventh Circle on the 
Oueen Alia International Airport 
Highway, is now operational. 


During the visit, the Queen 
also discussed possible locations 
for the proposed Amman tower 
projcn. 

Following the meeting. Queen 
Noor visited the site of the new 
Umm Uthaina park which is still 
under construction. The park, the 
largest in the Amman area, is 
being set up on a 22,000 square 
metres of land, and is expected to 
be inaugurated in rhe coming 
month. 


Christian community congratulates 
Jordanians on EidAl Fitr feast 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Holy 
See’s Secretariat in the Vatican 
issued the following message to 
Muslims in Jordan and around 
the W'orld congratulating them on 
the end of Ramadan and the 
beginning of Eid AI Fitr. 

“On the occasion of the joyous 
feasr of the breaking of the fast 
(Fitr), when you raise prayers to 
Almighty Gold, I present to you 
sincere greetings in the name of 
the Holy See’s Secretariat for 
relations with non-Christians. 
May God enrich you with His 
gifts and heavenly grace. May He 
aid you, and Christians through- 
out the world, to give ever grea- 
ter importance to prayer and ta 
spiritual values in. the cause of. 
development, progress and peace, 
in the world. 

“This year our best wishes 
spring a sense of friendship and 
brotherhood reinforced by the 
memorable Day of Prayer for 
Peace held at Assisi last October. 
At the invitation of His Holiness 
Pope John Paul II, this celebra- 
tion gathered together repre- 
sentatives of various religions in 
the world. Muslim friends from 
several different countries took 
pan in it. 

“At Assisi each religious family 
prayed in its own way: but it was 
present when the representatives 
of other religions were praying. 
The attitude of interior and ex- 


terior respect is entirely appropri- 
ate for the believer wbo is a 
witness to the effort of other men 
and women to seek God in all 
sincerity, in perfect freedom of 
mind and heart. At certain mo- 
ments this attitude of prayer took 
the form of common silence in 
interior adoration on behalf of 
the whole of humankind. Those 
present were convinced of the 
importance of their actions. They 
were moved by their concern to 
obey conscience, and their desire 
to be ever more open to the truth 
and to progress towards its ful- 
ness. 

“Brothers and sisters, although 
there are fundamental differences 
between us with regard to the 
mystery of God, prayer brings us 
closer to one another by bringing 
us closer to God. For prayer plays 
an essential role in the interior 
attitude we should all have to- 
wards God who is unique, living 
and true. It expresses both the 
submission of the body and the 
openness of the soul. It helps us 
to put aside ail pretence and 
self-justification, ft urges us to 
examine our consciences regard- 
ing our behaviour towards God 
and our neighbour. 

“By means of prayer we are 
able, in fact, to give a certain 
rhythm to our life and our work, 
to our joys and sorrows. The 
daily order of prayer and the 


yearly cycle of feasts help us to 
make this offering. Both Christ- 
ians and Muslims know, each in. 
their own way. prayers of praise 
and thanksgiving, prayers of sup- 
plication and prayers imploring 
pardon for sin. 


“May our respective religious 
feasts, with the prayer and fasting 
which accompany them, open our 
hearts more and more to our 
Creator. He alone can accom- 
plish what human beings cannot 
do, particularly to bring about 
that harmonious order to interior 
and exterior peace for which all 
people long. We cannot achieve- 
Lhis peace ourselves. Human 
efforts, although indispensable, 
are not able to attain perfect 
peace. To obtain this peace, 
prayer is needed as an essential 
requisite, but we also need to be 
witnesses to peace through our 
actions. For peace respects life, 
conscience, and the legitimate 
freedom of all. It finds its 
strength in the will go act out of 
fraternal love, which itself corres- 
ponds to the very will of God. 

“In a world which knows much 
poverty, disease, suffering and 
ignorance, may prayer and the 
authentic spirituality which flows 
from it, change the heart and 
spirit of every human being, and 
of the entire world. May prayer 
help us to obtain God's peace.” 


Jordan-made ‘Picnic on Sands’ 
to air on TV over Eid AI Fitr 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Coming up on Jor- 
dan Television over Eia AI Fitr 
will be a showing of “Picnic on 
the Sands," the first ever feature 
film to have been made in this 
country. Conceived, written and 
directed by Najdat Anzour, the 
film is a subtle study of the 
relationship that develops be- 
tween two men of different back- 
ground, race and creed, a rela- 
tionship which due to circumst- 
ance turns from hostility to 
mutual respect. 

Above all. it is a film that tells a 
story by exploring the potential of 
its location — the fabulous Wadi 
Rom — and flic abilities of both 
its British and Jordanian casts, 
rather than by the continuous 
dialogue so much a feature of 
more normal television films. 

The action of the film is set in 
1935, at the time of the British 
Mandate in Trans-Jordan, it tells 
the story of Lieutenant Stephen 
Clifton who becomes lost and 
wounded in the desen while sear- 
ching for a bedouin bandit, 
Fahad. The bedouin tends his 
wounds and a friendship slowly 
develops between the two men. 

Lieutenant Gifton is played by 
David Thompson, familiar to 
theatre going audiences in Am- 
man for his many roles in Royal 
Theatre Company productions 
and for his own plays. Fahad is 
played by one of Jordan’s leading 
actors, Mohammad Abadi, with 
other roles taken by Habis Abadi 
and Peter Rose among others. 

. Najdat Anzour, a Circassian who 
grew up in Syria where his father 
Ismail Anzour was one of the 
pioneers of Syrian feature films. 


has carefully avoided stereotypes; 
both Arab and English are shown 
with their good and bad points 
and do obvious symbol — such as 
the bedouin tent — has been 
used. 

Instead, stunning photography, 
by Hussein Diabs, has captured 
the moods and atmosphere of the 
desen. A hawk, used at frequent 
points throughout the film, 
gathers an elusive symbolism as 
the film develops. The musical 
score composed by Wa’el Abu 
Nawar and Abdullah 5a ’ad links 
the Eastern and Western ele- 
ments of the film and also clever- 
ly conveys the idea of the flash- 
back — Clifton is recalling the 
events as an old man. 


“Picnic on the Sands" has 
already been shown on Qatar 
television and has been bought by 
both Bahrain and Abu Dhabi 
television. According to the pro- 
ducers of the film, Arab Tele- 
media, the film has been offered 
to 12 other televirion stations, 
including Britain's Channel 4. 

With much of the narrative told 
visually and with the Arab and 
English dialogue (subtitled accor- 
dingly) minimal, the film is ideal- 
ly suited to a world-wide market. 

If the film achieves its hoped- 
for success, the credit will be 
largely Najdat Anzour’s who is 
already talking about his next 
feature. 



Actor David Thompson dressed in the British World War O uniform 
of his role Lt. Stephen Gifton 


Israeli treatment of Arab 
workers tops ILO agenda 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A report on the conditions of 
Arab workers in the occupied Arab territories 
prepared by a special committee of the Internationa! 
Labour Organisation (ILO) will be high on the 
agenda of the ILO’s 73rd conference due to open in 
Geneva on June 3, Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Khaled AI Haj Hassan said here 
Tuesday. 


The minister, who will lead 
Jordan's delegation to the confer- 
ence. was speaking at a meeting 
of the Jordanian "delegation to 
accompany him to Geneva. 

Nearly 150 nations will be rep- 
resented at the coming confer- 
ence which will tackle a host of 
questions mostly centring on 
labour-related affairs. 

The report on the Arab work- 
ers under Israeli rale, the minis- 
ter said, was compiled by an ILO 
team who toured the Arab region 
in implementation of ILO resolu- 
tions issued in 1974 and 1980. 
These resolutions condemned 
Israel for human behaviour, 
violations of human rights, and 


repressing and discrimination 
against Arab workers. 

The report also examined the 
negative effects of continued 
Israeli occupation on Arab work- 
ers and their livelihood, and 
Israel’s arbitrary actions against 
labour unions in the occupied 
Arab territory, the minister 
added. 

Mr. Haj Hassan was recently 
nominated to chair the confer- 
ence. The ILO governing body 
has endorsed rhe nomination 
which also won support and back- 
ing from the Arab and Asian 
groups. 

Mr. Haj Hassan said that the 
Jordanian delegation will have to 


exert double efforts at the coming ‘ 
meeting and cooperate with the _ 

Arab delegates and those of other ‘ ' 

nations in order to make the 
meeting 3 success. Before the 
conference starts, the minister 
will attend a special meeting of . 
Arab delegates to concert Arab & 
stands ai the conference. 

The minister spoke at the 
meeting with the Jordanian de- 
legation outlining the different 
topics to be discussed at the ILO 
conference and recommendations 
by the ILO secretariat aimed at 
promoting social security services 
and occupational health around * 
the world. 

The ILO conference meets 
annually in Geneva. National de- 
legations are composed of two 
government delegates, one em- 
ployer delegate and one worker * 
delegate. Non-governmental de- 
legates can speak and vote inde- 
pendently on the views of their 
government. The conference nor- 
mally elects the governing body 
and adopts tbe budget and ILO 
resolutions and recommenda- 


tions. 


New facilities ease bridge crossings 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A newly- 
built air-conditioned hall, im- 
proved facilities, and other con- 
veniences are awaiting visitors to * 
and from the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip at the 
King Hussein Bridge terminal in 
the Jordan Valley. 

The terminal and a similar one 
near the Prince Mohammad 
Bridge across the River Jordan 
normally witness heavy conges- 
tion of incoming or outgoing visi- 
tors during the three month sum- 
mer period. The heat, sometimes 
above 40C in the Jordan Valley 
region, and the large number of 
people trying to cross the bridges 
have made the river crossing 
quite difficult. 

This year, the Public Security 
Department (PSD) has made 
available a specaious air-con- 
ditioned complex for travellers 
awaiting their turn to cross or 
their papers to be processed at 
the terminal’s police station. 

Colonel Khaled Shaheen, 
director of security at the bridge 
terminals, outlined the new proc- 
edures at a press conference held 
at the new premises not far from 
the King Hussein Bridge. He said 
that the new complex is now 
operational and offers almost any 


seivices that travellers might re- 
quire, including a canteen with 
refreshments, a mosque for wor- 
shippers. special band-trolleys for 
travellers’ baggages, and in- 
formation for Arab and foreign 
travellers. 

Col. Shaheen said that air- 
conditioned JETT buses will be 
provided for all travellers be- 
tween the Arab and Israeli ter- 
minals. Jordanian travellers to 
the bridges normally go there by 
regular taxi service which leave 
from Abdali, while foreign visi- 
tors can make the journey there 
via JETT buses which cross into 
the other side of the bridge with- 
out stopping at the terminals. 

In addition to the new mea- 
sures, there wfl] be no need for 
Arab travellers to get a pre -fixed 
date for crossing. Col. Shaheen 
pointed out. In earlier years, 
travellers had to register their 
names at a number of police 
stations in Amman, Zarqa and 
Irbid to get permits that clearly 
indicate the date of crossing. 

According to CoL Shaheen, 


the PSD has decided to abandon 
this procedure, it is enough for 
visitors to arrive at the terminals 
carrying their required docu- 
ments. 

Arab visitors to the West Bank 
or Gaza Strip are required to 
obrain a permit from the Israeli 
authorities in advance before/' 
they are allowed to cross into the 
occupied territory. They are 
also required to carry temporary . 
passports issued by the Passports 
Department in Amman, accord- 
ing to regulations. 

Only those who carry special 
cards showing that they live on 
the West Bank or the Gaza Strip 1 
will not be required to obtain 
temporary passports. An identity 
card is sufficient. 

CoL Shaheen said tbe bridges 
close Saturdays, and it wockl 
not be advisable for travellers ttf 
make their trips on Fridays or 
Sundays. Col. Shaheen also 
advised travellers to avoid ear- 
ning gifts or jewellery because 
these would be heavily taxed by' 
the Israeli authorities. 
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EC’s wrong signal 


T HF. European Community's (EC) finding that there is no 
scope Tor any new initiative for peace in the Middle East, given 
the division in Israel over the issue, has come as a surprise and 
disappointment to us in the Arab World. The tone and 
substance of the European statement has poured icy water on 
prospects for convening an international conference on the 
Middle East to work out an Arab-IsraeH settlement acceptable 
to all parties involved. 

The issue at stake is an end to the 39-year-old conflict in the 
region. One would have expected the EC to take a more 
positive stand on the issue rather than just assess peace 
prospects on the basis of what the Israelis think or behave. 
Hitherto, the EC states were acting more independently of the 
Israelis and the Arabs in their formulations of policies vis-a-vhi 
the Palestinian problem. It is important to recall in this context 
the Venice Declaration of June of 15)80 which was devised and 
adopted on the basis of European thoughts and principles. It 
was not too long ago — in February of this year to be specific 
that the community supported the call for the convening of an 
international peace conference on the Middle East. Why all of a 
sodden the EC would reverse its previous stands and declare 
that there is no poinL at the present time in following np peace 
efforts, we do not know. It is indeed perplexing to hear the 
British foreign secretary. Sir Geoffrey Howe, say at the 
Brussels meeting that the peace process had now reached a 
“point of fins (ration," or to note his Dutch counterpart's 
contention that we have reached a dead end in the process of 
peace and a “pause for thought," had become inevitable. 

What is most disappointing, indeed frustrating, is the 
rationale behind this European review of positions, namely that 
of Israel's Likud Party’s success in overriding the Labour 
‘Party’s acceptance of the international conference idea. Are we 
not right then in believing that the European Co mmuni ty is 
sending the wrong signal to the Israelis, by appearing to have 
succumbed to Israel’s Likud Party veto of the whole concept of 
the peace conference? 

Granted any such conference may not be a panacea to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, but one thing remains true and dear to 
ail: The conference idea offers the only viable and operational 
format to bring the parties to the conflict to the table of 
negotiations under an international umbrella. And that is why 
this is the time to stand tall and strong in face of ail attempts to 
■tip the peace process in the bud. To do otherwise, in fact 
amounts to admitting failure and to telling the Israelis ths 
their intransigence wins. • 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: U.S. meddling in Britain 


FOR the first time in British parliamentary elections the British 
people find themselves under the pressure from a foreign power 
trying to influence their choice of the future government in London. 
Ever since Margaret Thatcher announced the start of a campaign for 
the coming elections, the United States has been maintaining a 
propaganda campaign designed to direct the British electorate 
towards electing a Conservative government to rule the United 
Kingdom. The Americans have been issuing warnings to the British 
people that the United States would pull out their nuclear missiles 
from Britain and American personnel from the British isles if Labour 
won the elections. Thatcher knew from the opinion polls 
that the Conservatives would win an election and therefore she chose 
to bring forward the election date one year ahead of schedule. The 
Americans should have understood this situation without involving 
themselves in a campaign designed to influence the British public 
opinion and threatening punitive action if Britons voted Labour. Of 
course, the British people will opt for a government that would best 
serve the country's highest interests. The U.S. move at this stage was 
an uncalculated one and clearly is a sign of interference in Britain's 
internal affairs, reminiscent of U.S. -Israeli moves during the Au- 
strian presidential elections. 


Al Dustour: Another step 


KING Hussein's talks in Saudi Arabia with King Fahd Ibn Abdul 
Aziz are to be considered as another stage on the road towards 
ending differences and divisions among Arab countries and Arab 
leaders. This sLep is essential in the present critical stage and in the 
light of the developments in the Arab region. Both Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia occupy very respected positions within the Arab Nation and 
their leaders have their weight in Arab policies; and this should serve 
as a catalyst to help the Arabs to regain their solidarity and end all 
disputes among their leaders. We have been following King 
Hussein's contacts and consultations with the kings and heads of state 
of Arab countries with great hope and optimism, feeling that these 
contacts will yield fruit and help the Arabs overcome their problems 
and unite their efforts in the face of the common challenges. King 
Hussein's efforts and contacts form a bridge over which Arab leaders 
can pass and can attain understanding that paves the way for 
coordination. We hope that the Arab countries will respond 
favourably and speedily to these efforts and these endeavours and 
hold their long awaited summit meeting. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Summit is the need of the 
day 


ONE cannot deny that the present stage the Arabs are going through 
requires total solidarity and coordination among Arab countries and 
a pooling of resources and efforts. Such solidarity is bound to lead to 
strength and joint action that would help this nation achieve its 
aspired goals. These are the objectives of King Hussein, who has 
been maintaining constant consultations with Arab leaders and 
pursuing relentless efforts designed to unify Arab ranks and bolster 
their position and strengthen their stand in the face of common 
challenges. King Hussein's visit to Saudi Arabia is part of his ongoing 
endeavours to convene an Arab summit meeting which has now 
become more essential than at any time in the past in view of the fast 
moving developments in the region. An Arab summit will be a 
symptom of unanimity of Arab countries to embark on joint action 
with which to handle the Gulf *war, the situation in Lebanon and. 
above all, the Palestine problem. 


Reagan and Congress take 


‘Star Wars’ battle stations 


By Valerie Strauss 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The 1988 
U.S. defence budget has become 
the focal point for a bitter “Star 
Wars" battle between democratic 
leaders in Congress and President 
Reagan. 

The Democrats, who normally 
oppose military spending legisla- 
tion, are championing the de- 
fence bill, while Reagan's Repub- 
licans have dropped their custom- 
ary support and are opposing it. 

The shift in position has re- 
sulted primarily from the Demo- 
crats’ determination to include 
arms control curbs in defence 
legislation, most controversially 
one that mandates U.S. adher- 
ence to the traditional interpreta- 
tion of the 1972 Anti-Ballistic 
Missile (ABM) treaty. 

This interpretation of rhe trea- 
ty, which bans missile defences, 
would severely restrict the de- 
velopment of Reagan's "Star 
Wars" programme the land-and 
space-based anti-missile shield 
known formally as the Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI). 

Reagan has said he will veto 
any legislation that includes arms 
control limits — including the 
defence bill he has vigorously 
supported in the past. 

But the Democrats — who 
control both houses of Congress 
for the first time since Reagan 
took office in 1981 — have vowed 
not to give in. For the moment, 
neither side is getting its way. 

Ultimately, the debate could 
affect the future of "Star Wars” 
as well as new superpower arms 
control pacts that may be con- 
cluded. including one the Reagan 
administration is pursuing to re- 
duce medium-range nuclear 
forces in Europe. 

The battle is less about ABM 
interpretation than about the 
president's right to re-interpret 
pacts unilaterally without input 
from the Senare. which has the 
constitutional role of approving 
treaties negotiated by the execu- 
tive. 

It began after the administra- 
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legislation, the most critical being 
the 1988 defence bills. 

The House defence bill, to be 
voted on this week, requires com- 
pliance with the traditional treaty 
interpretation. 

The Senate’s companion bill, 
which the Republicans have sty- 
mied with a series of pariiamea- 
tary manoeuvres; bars funds for 
projects that would violate the 
treaty's traditional interpretation 
unless the president asks Con- 
gress and both Houses approve 
die request. 

The controversy boiled over 
last week when the White House 
announced that a new study sup- 
ported the validity of its new 
interpretation and Republicans 
launched their drive to prevent 
the defence bill from reaching the 
Senate floor. 


rion in 1985 advanced a new 
ABM treaty interpretation that 
would permit aggressive research 
and development of SDI. 

Democrats insisted Reagan 
had no right to re-interpret a 
treaty almost 15 years after it was 
approved by the Senate and 
warned of a constitutional crisis if 
he acted on the new interpreta- 
tion — which he has not yet done. 

“We are on a slippery slope 
here," said Senator Sam Nunn, 
the influential chairman of the 
Senate armed services commit- 
tee, who made an exhaustive 
study of the ABM issue and 
concluded there is no legal basis 
for Reagan's position. 


"We are on a slippery slope as 
far as being a nation of laws and 
we are on a slippery slope as far 
as whether America’s word can 
be taken when we enter into an 
obligation,” said Nunn. 


After last October's superpow- 
er summit in Iceland failed over 
Reagan's devotion to "Star 
Wars” and Soviet Leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev's determination to kill 
the programme, the Democrats 
— frustrated by what they saw as 
Reagan's poor record on arms 
control — began a drive to take 
things into their own hands. 


They added ABM compliance 
measures to different pieces of 


Republicans said this was no 
time to "tie Reagan's bands” and 
hold SDI “hostage” as U.S. and 
Soviet negotiators in Geneva are 
hammering out a deal to rid 
Europe of medium-range mis- 
siles. 

It could be the first superpower 
arms control accord of the 
Reagan presidency and the first 
ever actually to cut nuclear 
forces. 

'T think what you are doing ... 
is blackmailing the SDI program- 
me,” Senaror Dan Quayle 
scolded Democrats on the Senate 
floor. 

Republicans also insisted the 
defence budget was not the 
appropriate vehicle for an ABM 
showdown. 

But Democrats said it was the 
best platform for such a debate 
because it provides funding levels 
for "Star Wars" projects. The 
House defence bill cut Reagan's 
J5.7 billion "Star Wars” research 
money request to $3.1 billion, 
while the Senate's' companion bill 
gave the programme 4.5 billion. 

Democrats also warned that if 
Reagan did not back down, the 
Senate would have to change the 
way it approves future treaties — 
including the one under negotia- 
tion. 


Wedge-driving days are over 


The following is an editorial that appeared recently in the Jerusalem- 
based Al Nahar Arabic daily. 


THE Israeli government these dap iroks so a^rd rad 
due to the illogical behaviour of lts ^ Labour 

squabble among the ruing coahnonpai^ere:_the envov 

^The Israeli prime minister, Yitzhak Sharrnr. dispatch « 

Moshe Arens, to Washington to persuade Uj ; adrmmst^n 

officials to reject the idea of an ^teraanonal NMcUe^^t peace 

conference; while the foreign minister, bhimon Peres, ! 

envoy, Rafi Edri, to the American i capital in a fad to ran«n<retfte 

U.S. administration of the need of supporting 

conference. Peres then travels to the US. 

same, purpose, and there he is also shadowed y 

representative. This contradiction in the Israeli go 

haviour -clearly reflects the deep split between the 

Likud, the two partners which fonn the present ^aktion. 

differences between the two parties and their contradicting 

approaches to Washington are tantamount to having each party 

submitting separate requests for United Nations membership so that 

the Likud would be able to vote against the convening of the 

international conference and the Labour Party against i 

tion of the Palestine Liberation Organisation in sudi concern. 

This farcical performance will of course remain a matter concern- 
ing Israel alone. But when the Israeli government tries to avoid 
tackling internal issues by misleading world public opinion, mid when 
the Israeli government fabricates lies and propagates forged reports 
in the press, it becomes necessary to confront such suspicious 
attempts and thwart such wicked and evil designs. 

The Israeli government and media, in a bid to discredit Jordan and 
manoeuvre it into direct negotiations, started a campai^ . °t 
disinformation about ghost meetings, talks and agreements between 
the two countries. The Israelis leaked ‘‘reports’' of an agreement to 
hold direct negotiations between Israel and Jordan under the 


umbrella” of the peace conference. It went further in its campaip 
that Jordan, the advocate of the conference and the 
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country that insists on the participation of all parties to the con nice 
including the Palestinians, has agreed to go to the parley without the 
PLO. 

All that can be said about such allegations and falsehoods is that 
they are disgusting. We want the Israeli leaders and journalists to 
understand that such tactics cannot and will not deceive the Arab 
masses and can only succeed in making us more repugnant of such 
attitude. There is no doubt that such statements and repcfrts. : and 
allegations are designed to make the Palestinians more suspicious of. 
the Jordanian position and widen the gap between the PLO and 
Jordan, and between the Palestinians and the Jordanians who form 
one people and fare a common destiny. - 

It must be pointed out that Shimon Peres and all those who nave 
joined his propaganda campaign deeply realise the fact that Jordan 
remains committed to the idea of an international conference with 
the participation of all concerned parties, as long as such conference 
will bring about a comprehensive peaceful settlement. It should be 
noted also that differences between the PLO and the Jordanian 
government are on views about the most effective means for 
regaining Arab land and protecting Arab identify in Palestine. If 
there is any difference on the idea of the international conference, it 
is that which exists between the Arabs and the Israelis. 

Therefore, it should be understood that Jordan is committed to the 
principles of the national Arab stand and will never be a party to any 
partial agreement; and that the. Palestinians and the Jordanians are 
for Arab unity and are keen on maintaining their sacred unity , a 
unity that they are prepared ro protect in the .same spirit in which 
they cany on the straggle to restore their usuiped land in Palestine. 

The time has gone when the Israelis can drive wedges that would 
penetrate deep into Arab ranks and damage their unified stand. 
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World waits for Kohl 
to decide on missiles 


By Susan J. Smith 

77ie Associated Press 


BONN, West Germany — The 
government of Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl is on the spot as East 
and West wait for NATO’s lin- 
chpin to formulate a response to 
Soviet offers to abolish medium- 
and shorter-range weapons from 
Europe. 

Bonn officials say that Kohl, 
under pressure from NATO and 
his own Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher, is reluctantly 
edging toward acceptance of the 
Soviet proposals, but with certain 
strings attached. 

The Christian Democratic 
chancellor promised this week to 
unite his divided government be- 
hind a policy to be announced on 
June 4. 

But the decision is one of the 
most difficult ones that Kohl has 
had to face since taking office on 
Oct. 1, 1982. 

His ministers are deeply di- 
vided on the issue. Kohl himself 
seems caught between worries 
that accepting the Soviet propos- 
als would threaten German secur- 
ity, while rejecting them would 
be immensely unpopular. 

In Brussels, NATO officials 
said Friday that virtually every 
other country in the alliance, 
including the United States, has 
indicated it can accept the Soviet 
offer. But all are waiting for a 
decision from West Germans, 
where many of the missiles 
affected by the Soviet offers are 
deployed. 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation needs a West Ger- 
man decision so that it can formu- 
late a position and the United 
Stares can respond to the Soviet 
offers at the superpower negotia- 
tions at Geneva. 

“Clearly, we’re waiting for the 
Germans to reach their view,” 
one NATO diplomat told the 
Associated Press, speaking on 
condition that he not be identi- 
fied. 

It’s an uncomfortable position 
for Kohl, a man who likes to be in 
the mainstream, not on the outs 
with the rest of the allian ce. He 
also cannot be enjoying the fight- 
ing in his government. 

For weeks, his Defence Minis- 
ter Manfred Woemer, a con- 
servative who opposes the Soviet 
offer on shorter-range systems, 
has been at odds over the matter 
with Genscher, a Free Democrat 
who like most members of his 
party favours pursuing the Soviet 
offers. 

The argument is the most se- 
rious coalition quarrel since Kohl 
came to power. 

The Free Democrats have not 
threatened to back out of the 
Bonn coalition. But they may 
have made the chancellor uneasy 
this week by starting negotiations 


to form a state government with 
the-^po^tipn-So^ 
in Hamburg. 

Kohl and other members of his 
Christian Democratic Union sup- 
port an accord on medium- 
range arms, which have a range 
of from 1,000 to 5,000 kilometres- 

But the Christian Democrats 
say they are worried that combin- 
ing it with a deal on shorter-range 
weapons, with a range of 500 to 
LOCK) kilometres would single out 
the Germans 

Kohl says scrapping both 
medium- and shorter-range mis- 
iles will leave people in East 
Germany and West Germany 
with the only land-based atomic 
weapons left in Europe, the bat- 
tlefield weapons with a range of 
less than 500 kilometres. 

Such an agreement could doom 
Germans “on both sides of the 
wall and barbed wire,” the chan- 
cellor told a news conference 
earlier this week. 

Volker Ruehe, a leading 
Christian Democrat, was more 
blunt about the battlefield nuc- 
lear weapons during a visit to 
London this month. 

“The shorter the missile, the 
deader the Germans.” Ruehe 
told reporters. 

But polls and recent state elec- 
tions indicate many West Ger- 
mans are willing to take the risk. 
Polls have said that from 77 to 92 
per cent of the West Germans 
approve of the Soviet proposals. 

Last weekend, the chancellor’s 
party fared poorly in elections in 
Hamburg and Rbineland-Palatin- 
ate state, and West German 
media say the Christian Demo- 
crats’s new image as the "missiles 
party" apparently did nothing to 
help them. 

The Free Democrats, mean- 
while, did well. That streng- 
thened their hand in the arms 
dispute with Kohl. 

The West German media be- 
gan demanding action from Kohl 
this past week. 

“The longer the government 
waits, the more the public is 
making up its own mind,” Dieter 
Kronzuecker, one of West Ger- 
many’s best-known television 
journalists, said on ZDF televi- 
sion network Thursday evening. 

"The call , ‘away with the junk’ 
(missiles) is already getting so 
strong that it will be hard for the 
government to do anything else,” 
he said. 

Initially, Kohl favoured “equal 
ceilings at low levels” for the 
short-range missiles, meaning 
NATO would have the right to 
match the Soviet missiles already 
in place. 

But that would require deploy- 
ments, which would likely bring 
more mass demonstrations such 
as those that preceded the de- 
ployment of Pershing 2 medium- 
range missiles in 1983. 


Coup in Fiji — a familiar Third World tale 




The sunshine paradise of Fiji has been shaken by a bloodless coup. 
Chris Sberoefl reports from t/je area how and why this occurrence — 
not unfamiliar in other parts of the world — happened. • 

: THE bloodless army coup d’etafa come ' 4he ' target ot. intensified 
in the South Pacific island state of superpower and regional power 


Fiji, the first successful military 
overthrow of an elected govern- 
ment in the region, is the start of 
a journey down an uncertain and 
potentially tragic road. 

But, it is also the unexpected 
climax to a series of events which, 
although beginning with the elec- 
tion a few weeks ago, have their 
origins in % years of British 
colonial rule and 17 of independ- 
ence. 

If there is much about Fiji 
which is unique, there is also a lot 
which is familiar to historians of 
African and Asian Third World 
countries. 

— Its 720,000 population 
spread across 10 attractive islands 
is over-dependent on a single 
crop, in this case sugar, and on 
tourism. It suffers from a weak 
infrastructure and young institu- 
tions. 

— The country has an inflamm- 
able mix of two races, indigenous 
Melanesian Fijians and long-resi- 
dent migrant Indians, with the 
latter in' a small majority. 

— Its political and social sys- 
tem has tended to favour the 
tribally-organised Fijians and 
leave the Indians, despite their 
superior economic power, feeling 
like second-class citizens. 

— Its neighbourhood has be- 


rivalries. Apart from the U.S. 
Australia and New Zealand, all 
of which have long been active, 
the Soviet Union has displayed a 
reawakened interest. France is 
vociferously defending its colo- 
nial presence and Libya has re- 
cently entered the fray. 

All this means there is cause 
for hope as well as worry. Hope, 
because Fiji’s Westminster-style 
democratic system and its profes- 
sional army may have some roots. 
Worry, because of the threat 
which a coup poses to regional 
security as well as domestic busi- 
ness investment and tourist 
arrivals. 

Although the first Europeans 
arrived in Fiji in the early 1800s, 
it was not until 1858 that Britain 
placed a consul in the country and 
1874 that Britain became the col-' 
onial power. Thereafter, it did 
not take long for the sugar indus- 
try to become established and for 
Indian migrant workers to be 
brought in. 

When the country became in- 
dependent in 1970, Ratu Sir 
Kamisese Mara, chief minister, 
.became prime minister, a posi- 
tion he continued to hold until 
April, when his ruling Alliance 
Party was defeated in the elec- 
tion. 



Sitiveni Rabnka — the man who led the coup in F(ji 
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It was the fourth poll since 
independence. In each case, the 
Alliance bad taken on the Indian- 
dominated National Federation 
Patty and ended up forming the 
government — in 1977, a minor- 
ity government which lasted only 
six months. 

In April, the National Federa- 
tion Party ran with the new trade 
union-linked Labour Party in an 
unusual multi-racial coalition. At 
the end of the customarily leng- 
thy election and counting pro- 
cess, it emerged with 28 of the 52 
seats. 

Not only did this promise to be 
the first multi-racial government, 
it would be the first with a major- 
ity of Indians in it, it would be 
supported by the union move- 
ment and — most intriguing of all 
internationally — it would be 
committed to a non-aligned fore- 
ign policy. 

In particular, the new govern- 
ment said it was anti-nuclear. It 
supported the idea of nuclear- 
free . zones, and its stated inten- 
tion was to follow New Zealand 
and operate a ban on port visits 
by nuclear-armed or powered 
ships. 

This represented a radical de- 
parture from the pro-Western 
stance of Ratu Mara, and promp- 
ted serious worries in London 
and Washington. 

Rightly or wrongly. Sir Geof- 
frey Howe, U.K. foreign secret- 
ary, chose not . to make • direct 
contact with the new leadership 
on his way back from Australia' 
and New Zealand m April, even, 
though he made a refuelling stop 
there. It was said to be too soon 
for such a visit — the new govern- 
ment had not settled down. 

General Vernon Walters, the 
much-travelled U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations, on the 
other hand, made a highly public, 
stop in Fiji during his recent tour 
around the region, and delivered’" 
the now-familiar reminder that - 
U.S. policy was not to reveaj- 


details about its naval ships. 

Inevitably, speculation about 
causes of the coup has embraced 
all possibilities, including U S.; 
Soviet and Libyan involvement. 
But most theories have tended to 
focus on the internal situation in 
Fiji since the election. 

In spite of repeated assurances 
by Dr. Tlraod Bavadra, the new 
prime minister and himself a Fi- 
jian, Fijian concern about Toss of 
power and influence boiled over 
into peaceful but unprecedented 
street protests in the last week of 
April. y . 

Since then, a former cabinet 1 
minister has. been charged with 
sedition and released oh toil, and a 
senator has appeared in court in 
connection with arson, attacks on 
■ offices used by a. new minister. 

Embarrassingly, further de- 
monstrations delayed a swearing- 
in ceremony and . the governor-, 
general’s speech at the opening of - 
the new parliament. .. 

ft seemed increasingly plausi- 
ble that the. protests and demon- . 
strations might multiply untS the 
military wasasked tofrdpio keep 
law and order. This would put the 
army, which is 95 'per cenf jFIjiaih 
in a difficult. position. 

Lt.-Col. Sitiveni Rabnka; who ' 
led the recent intervention while 
senior commanders' were out of/ 

the countrjr, alluded to just 

possibility in explaining his acr 
tion. ‘ 

“After monitoring events' of 
the past few weeks/Vfe.snd, . 
“and with, information about 
planned activities of ' certain 
groups in -the ; cormnximty, I be- 
lieve it yras in the national" in- 
terest." \ •*'•••• - 
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. Retii MaVa h as^bee n curiously 
silent thiougliputaU these-eveats/ 
Where he. stands and more: 

miportantly. . where’ tiie^ armed 
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By Mofeijiijned Begaoui 

■V. . Reuter ■ _■ 

TYRE»Xcbanon -~- Water slaps 

bc^moo^ 

. andrart soulirtcbanese harbour. 
A tranquil scene.. 

Bm onct out to ~sca ' it’s a 
ffifferent story, the owners say. 
Thag^W ^ i they start ranmp g 

la tactics from Israeli gunboats,; 

The gunboat^ constant pat- 
rol io iofl sea-borne Palestinian 
attacks, keep Lebanese boats 
well to tbe north of Israeli territo- 
rial waters, the fishermen say. 

“Lebanon's coast extends 20 
- kilometres south of Tyre, but 
they only let ns go three 
kilometres southward," said 
Taha; 50, his facedeeply bronzed 
. by the Mediterranean sun. 

Tahavan official of the union 
grouping^SO fishermen and 120 
boats which ply the dear bine 
waters off lyre. 

“If they see us fishing beyond 
these limits, they order us to cut 
our -nets and tissue. Sometimes 
they fire at ns,” he said. 

Another fisherman, Adel, 35, 
said: “The Israelis come every 
night* They throw our fish away, 
ram our boats and sometimes 
even force us to dive for stones 
from the. bottom.” 

Last July, the Israelis inter- 
acted a dinghy carrying four 
Palestinian fighters towards die 
coast resort of Nahariyah in 
Palatine. But the fighters landed 
on the chalk-white cliffs of Rns 
Naqonra near tbe border, killed 
-two .'Israeli soldiers and wounded 
■nme. before they themselves were 
sbot’deatL 

v The attack revived memories 
of a Palestinian sea-borne raid on 
Israel, in 1978 which left more 
than 30 Iriadis dead. 

Israeli- naval vessels, mostly 
fast patrol boats with heavy 
machmeguns, can be seen most 
days off Lebanon’s coast between 


fishermen 

Tyre and Sidon, 35 kilometres to 
the north. 

They watch cargo and passenger 
ships as well as fishing smacks, 
sometimes int e rc ep ting them and 
forcing them to Israel. 

A Cypri ot-registered passenger 
ferry, the Sunny Boat, was baited 
on January 2 and sent back to 
i-aruac a on suspicion that it was 
carrying Palestinian fighters to 
Lebanon. 

On February 6, Israel's navy 
said it had seized a cargo boat off 
Beirul with 50 Palestinian fighters 
on board. 

Freight handling has declined. 
at Tyre, where only four cargo 
ships dock monthly, compared to 
18 before Israel imposed a partial 
blockade exactly two years ago, 
said Haj Hassao Saad, who runs 
the small pan for the A mat 
militia. 

“Israeli radar detects ships be- 
fore they arrive. Gunboats order 
them to anchor offshore for up to 
a week,” he said. 

“They ask many questions — 
the names of the captain and 
crew, their nationalities, destina- 
tion ... They usually allow in 
cargos of second-hand cars, bm 
stop most other goods." 

Fisherman Imad Shahin, 28, 
said the Israelis had badly dam- 
aged his beat and held him for 28 
days in Israel last year. “They 
questioned me about Palestinian 
movements in Tyre." 

Israeli troops, who invaded 
Lebanon in 1982 with the de- 
clared aim of driving Palestinians ; 
from the south, withdrew from i 
the city of Tyre in April 1985. j 

Hundreds of Palestinian fight- 
ers have returned to the south 
since then, despite violent 
opposition from the Amal militia. 

Armed Palestinians control the 
coastal Rashidiyeh refugee camp 
just south of Tyre, but are sur- 
rounded by Amal militia posi- 
tions. Amal has kept other camps 
around the city disarmed. 


Kinnock, passionate but 
pragmatic man of people 


v By Deborah Telford 

Reuter 

LONDON: — When British 
■' Prihw MfiiSer Margaret Thatcb- 
. er -caUed a general election.- -for 
Jupe.U, opposition leader Neil- 
Kipoock appeared to face a mis- 
7 jaba impossible, 
v? ®*it after a slick, energetic start 
: his .first election campaign as 
; -party leader, and passionate 
1 speeches attacking Thatcher, 
Kinnock has improved Labour’s 

- 4*ap<fing-in opinion polls and fii- 
\ :ted:sopporters with a .belief that 
^ victory is not beyond reach. 

. -It is not the first time Kinnock, 
pragmatic Welshman with a 
.-.-’fiery oratorical style, has 
'^br&fifed life into a Labour Party 
::wadted. by internal divisions. 

' 1983- be inherited from 

iMIc&ae! Foot the leadership of a 
party lying in ruins after a dis- 
;; artroas electoral defeat. 
'-'."He-qnkMy sought to reunite 
Labour oy dealing ruthlessly with 
leftwingers and adopting moder- 
ate; policies more acceptable to 
^ the«ectorate, all the while exud- 
ing- charm and youthful enthu- 

, t _ 

By 1986 Labour was neck-and- 
neefc with Thatcher’s Conserva- 
tives. Then late last year its 
controversial. non-nuclear de- 
fence policies and new splits be- 
tween moderates and the hard 
left' pulled it down again. At one 
stage just a few weeks ago some 
opinion polls put it in third place 
behind tne Liberal-Social Demo- 
crat-Affiance. 

Kin nock started this campaign 
by teffing Labour Party hardliners 
to _ “shot up” and presenting a 
manifesto., purged of more ex- 
treme Socialist policies which 
labour had. earlier pledged. 

- The ipan who began his politic- 
al career in 1970 as an enemy of 
privilege and outspoken critic of 
the _ British, monarchy is now 
beiiig careful to keep his moder- 
ate man tte firmly in place. 

'But -beneath it, he is still an 
ardent Socialist, loyal to his 
Welsh working-class background 
which; -emphasises morality, 
machismo and eloquence but not 
intellecnrafism. 

He has built Ins reputation on 
his' ability to' captivate large 
. crowds .with passionate oratory, a 
talent the Welsh call hywi. 
fla first speech of the current 



Neil Kinnock 

campaign, in which he attacked 
Thatcher’s government as “brutal 
and squalid," was almost evange- 
lical. And his weighty Socialist 
rhetoric moved some of his 
Labour audience to tears. 

But he cannot shake off his 
reputation as a “Welsh wind- 
bag," a politician in search of a 
full stop. 

He is less adept than Thatcher 
at the cut and thrust of debate. 
She has often topped him in 
parliament, and this has led some 
to believe he would be a weak 
and ineffectual substitute for her 
steely style of rule. 

On the campaign trail, Kin- 
nock has indulged in much hearty 
handshaking and back-slapping. 
He is usually Teady with a smile 
whether on or off camera. 

Bui the red-headed Kinnock 
does have a hot temper. He 
fought off two young men in 
December after one of them hit 
him on the head with a rolled up 
newspaper while he was haying 
dinner with his wife Gienys in a 
restaurant. He said afterwards he 
"gave them a couple of dips." 

He is a fanatical follower of rug- 
by football, the rough physical 
contact sport which is played to 
the limit n Wales. 

He considers that some of his 
biggest enemies are the predomi- 
nantly right-wing British media, 
especially the popular tabloid 
press which often delights in ridi- 
culing him. 

His most violent verbal out- 
bursts have followed stories that 
Gienys is a type of lady Macbeth 
who tries to enforce her anti- 
nuclear policies on the Labour 
Party through him. 


New U.S. 
immigration 

law is off to 
a chaotic 
start 

By Sandy Johnson 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A week be- 
fore the June 1 crackdown on 
employers who knowingly hire 
illegal aliens, the government is 
still priming paperwork for the 
new programme and Congress is 
toying with a four-month delay. 

The result is confusion in the 
work place about the so-called 
economic sanctions — the second 
phase of landmark immigration 
reform — which includes max- 
imum penalties of six months in 
prison and fines of $10,000 for 
each illegal worker hired by an 
employer. 

“The real fear for the employer 
■ is that if they don't do it correctly 
or they happen to miss somebody 
along the line or they have some 
change in personnel (they’ll) face 
the penalties that are involved," 
said Mark Douglas, executive 
director of the New Mexico Asso- 
ciation of Commerce and In- 
dustry. 

“Our people in Arizona are 
completely in the dark," said Ed 
Baxter, chief counsel to Senator 
Dennis Duconcini. “What it gets 
down to is they just are not going 
to hire anyone with brown skin in 
the southwest. It's the potential 
employee who’s hurt by the lack 
of information the employer has 
had." 

Simply stated, as of June 1 (he 
Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service (INS) requires a new' 
form to be filled out by every 
employer for all workers hired 
after Nov. 6, 1986, the day Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan signed the 
immigration reforms into law. 

“It’s every new hire, be he a - 
citizen or not," INS spokesman 
Duke Austin said. 

The law clearly is aimed at 
stemming the tide of illegal im- 
migrants into the United States 
in search of off-the-books, low- 
paid jobs. The INS estimates 
that at least three million people 
are woricing in the United States 
illegally, most of them in south- 
ern border states stretching from 
California to Texas, as well as 
Florida and New York. 

Last year, 1.7 million illegal 
aliens were apprehended, some 
of them rounded up at job sites. 
Until now, the immigrants wej$ 
arrested and sent hoiqe, while the 
employers received 'no penalty ' 
“This is the first time in history 
there's been a sanction against 
employers," Austin said. “Be- 
fore, we could go in and remove 
an illegal alien in the job and the 
employer could say, ‘look, if you 
get back next Wednesday you’ll 
still have a job.' That's not true 
anymore. The revolving door 
ceases." 

The economic sanctions were 
much less controversial in Con- 
gress than the other key phase of 
immigration reform — legalisa- 
tion or amnesty for iDegal aliens 
who arrived here prior to 1982. 
The one-year amnesty began as 
scheduled on May 5. 


Decline of an intellectual empire 


For many who came of age in the 1960s, it seemed impassible morally 
to oppose socialism. Since then, something has gone seriously wrong. 
Edward Mortimer discusses what 


Socialism is for the birds 

IT does not seem so veiy long ago 
that that remark, made by a 
young doctor about whom there 
was nothing visibly conservative, 
could provoke outrage and disbe- 
lief at a North London dinner 
party. I suppose it must be seven 
or eight years — probably soon 
after, or possibly just before, the 
end of Britain's last Labour gov- 
ernment. 

For many of us who came of 
age In the 1960s, it seemed im- 
possible to be against Socialism as 
such, unless one was either a 
perverse eccentric or a pure 
cynic. As soon as one began to 
talk seriously about making 
things better, one was bound to 
define oneself as some variety of 
socialist: revolutionary or refor- 
mist, Marxist or libertarian, be- 
liever in central planning or in 
self-managing co-operatives, in 
the mixed economy as good in 
itself or merely as a half-way- 
house to the full abolition of 
private capital, “social democrat" 
or “democratic socialist," Euro- 
pean or Third- Worldist, accepter 
of the Soviet Union as a variant 
of Socialism — albeit unsuitable 
for developed Western societies 
to copy — or denouncer of it as 
“social-imperialist,” admirer or 
critic of Tito, of Mao, of Che 
Guevara, etc etc. 

Of course, calling oneself 
Socialist never automatically en- 
tailed support for a specific party 
— whether the Labour Party in 
Britain, the Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) in West Germany or 
the Parti Socialise in France. 
Some self-styled Socialists in all 
three countries argued — and still 
argue — that these parties have 
nothing Socialist about them and 
are in no way preferable to, in 
some ways even worse than, their 
overtly conservative opponents. 
But these are either a very small 
and insignificant extremist fringe 
or, as in the case of the Frendi 
Communist Party, when it comes 
to the point they dare not contra- 
dict tbe gut feeling of their grass- 
roots supporters that the left, 
however pale pink, is still prefer- 
able to the true blue right. 


So the Socialist and social 
democratic patties of Western 
Europe benefifted. on the whole, 
from tbe intellectual hegemony 
which the idea, or at least the 
name, of Socialism had estab- 
lished, not only in Europe but 
almost throughout the world out- 
side North America. They saw 
themselves, and were seen even 
by part of the electorate which 
was not ready to vote for them, as 
the parties of the future. 

But since the late 1970, some- 
thing has gone wrong. It can be 
seen at one level in the electoral 
fortunes of those parties. That 
the U.K. Labour Party should 
have lost power in 1979 was not 
especially wonrying — just part of 
the norma! alternation of parties 
in power which has been the 
tradition of democracy in Britain. 
That it should suffer its worst 
post-war defeat in 1983, after 
four years of rapidly rising unem- 
ployment under a right-wing and 
widely disliked Tory prime minis- 
ter, suggested something much 
more seriously wrong. 

And it now looks as if another 
election in Britain may be about 
to prove mat whatever was wrong 
has not been cured, even by the 
serions effort to put tbe Labour 
Party’s house in order made since 
Mr. Neil Kinnock took over tbe 
leadership. 

Meanwhile, in 1982, the SPD 
was forced out of office in Bonn 
after leading the federal German 
government for 13 years, during 
which "Modetl Deutschland" had 
often been cited as social demo- 
cracy’s showcase. Though the im- 
mediate cause was volte-face by 
its liberal coalition partner, the 
FDP, the verdict has since been 
confirmed in two general elec- 
tions in which the SPD’s share of 
the vote has fallen back to what it 
was before the party’s rise to 
power in the mid-1960s. 

In France, tbe trend might 
have appeared to be going the 
other way when 1981 brought the 
first outright victory for tne left 
since 1945, and the first and only 
overall parliamentary majority 
for a Socialist party in French 
History. Yet long before they 
were voted out of office last year. 


the French Socialists had not only 
lost their majority in the country 
but had also lost confidence in 
many of the policies they had 
triea to implement. 

It is true that in tbe same 
period Socialist governments 
were elected for the first time 
since the war in Greece and Spam 
and, even more strikingly, both 
were triumphantly re-elected af- 
ter three and a half years in 
office, while Italy's first Socialist 
prime minister enjoyed a longer 
and more successful term than 
almost any of his myriad Christ- 
ian Democrat predecessors. 

But these examples, if they 
prove anything, show that Social- 
ist parties have a useful role to 
play in the aggjomamento (mod- 
ernisation) and full democratisa- 
tion of south European societies. 
They hardly strengthen Social- 
ism’s pretension to represent the 
future for most advanced indust- 
rial societies. None of these three 
governments has even attempted 
to implement a specifically 
Socialist economic policy, howev- 
er one defines that phrase. 

Even in Austria, the only free 
European country where a 
Socialist govemment’survived the 
recession, it has looked badly 
frayed since the departure of Dr . 
Bruno Kreisky and has had to 
accept a coalition with its con- 
servative opponents. 

Only the recapture of power by 
the Swedish Social Democrats, 
and their success in reducing un- 
employment. represents anything 
like a beacon of hope. But there, 
loo, some of the measures in- 
volved were ones which Socialists 
in other countries have bitterly 
opposed; and above all, Sweden 
is too small and too instinctively 
orderly a society for its remedies 
to be easily imitated. 

There is thus a widespread 
feeling that something more se- 
rious has gone wrong for Social- 
ists than the mere swings and 
roundabouts of electoral politics. 
Even the French Socialists, who 
with President Francois Mitter- 
rand still ensconced in the Elysee 
have better hopes of returning to 
power in the near future than 
either their British or West Ger- 
man counterparts, are acutely 
aware that they have not resolved 
their ideological crisis. 

Several oftbem have remarked 
that there is a time-lag between 


changes in the ideological dimate 
and their reflection in practical 
politics. Thus, the high point of 
Socialism’s intellectual hegemony 
in France came, at the latest, in 
about 1978. The last years of that 
decade saw the great offensive of 
the nouvea ux philosopher, whose 
ideas were not as nouveau as all 
that to anyone brought up on Sir 
Karl Popper’s The Open Sodety 
and its Enemies; they struck the 
Left Bank like a thunderbolt at 
the moment when French Marx- 
ism was at last running out of 
steam. 

Their central argument was 
that th e gulag was not an inciden- 
tal perversion of Marxism but its 
logical and inevitable consequ- 
ence. Mr. Mitterrand, who has 
never espoused Marxism, was 
astute enough to express "in- 
terest" in these ideas, and to 
make denunciation of President 
Giscard d'Estaing's untimely 
flirtation with Moscow, after the 
intervention in Afghanistan, a 
theme of his 1981 presidential 
campaign — thereby deepening 
the rift between himself and the 
Communist Party. 

Thus, by the time of the Social- 
ists' electoral triumph in 1981, the 
ideological pendulum was already 
swinging to the right. Paradox- 
ically that may even have helped 
them to victory. The climate was 
nonetheless unfavourable to their 
economic and social philosophy. 
They came in with a programme 
of nationalisations and state-fi- 
nanced expansion — inherited 
from their alliance with the Com- 
munists in the early 1970s — 
which appeared frankly anachro- 
nistic. 

In the 1980s, partly in reaction 
to the experience of Socialism at 
home, partly inspired by the ex- 
ample of Reaganism and — more 
doubtfully — Thatcherism, intel- 
lectual fashion in France swung 
sharply in favour of the free 
market. 

Such ideas are known on the 
continent as “liberalism" — a 
term which, confusingly, has 
taken on almost exactly the oppo- 
site meaning in the U.S. 

Some French Socialists believe 
that the tide has now turned again 
and that tbe right, since its return 
to power last year, “has made it ■ 
easier to say what being left 
means.” Tbe abolition of the 
wealth tax, the heavy-handed 


police tactics — particularly 
against immigrants — and the 
crude recolomsation of state-con- 
trolled corporations, including 
the main television networks, by 
supporters of the ruling party, 
have indeed shocked much mod- 
erate left or middle-of-the-road 
opinion in France, throwing a 
more favourable retrospective 
light on the Socialist government 
of 19SI-86. 

Consequently, the student re- 
volt of last winter has been inter- 
preted as an encouraging sign 
that some good old Socialist 
values, such' as solidarity and 
equality, are coming back into 
fashion. So were opinion poll 
findings that the political leaders 
eliciting the most favourable 
reactions from young people are 
Mr. Jack Lang, the Socialist 
minister of culture, and President 
Mitterrand himself. 

Yet even now, as Mr. Pierre 
Mauroy, the former Socialist, 
prime minister, admits: “We're 
under a right-wing ideology.” He 
attributes this to the fact that 
“Marxism was for a long time the 
reference point for left-wing par- 
ties, even for a Socialist party 
which did not consider itself en- 
tirely Marxist ... Marxist thought 
was' the dominant school of 
thought on the left — and Marx- 
ism ran out of steam, even col- 
lapsed in a sense, because of what 
happened in the USSR." 

The first attempt to work out 
an alternative left-wing philoso- 
phy, Mr. Mauroy adds, was that 
of the gauebistes (new left), 
associated with 1968, the central 
idea of which was autogestion 
(self-management), “but that in 
the end doesn’t stand up to analy- 
sis; so that now, at the moment 
when we’re picking up again, we 
feel the need for some kind of 
philosophy or doctrine, that cor- 
responds to the ideal of social 
democracy; it’s not always easy to 
make social democracy the stuff 
that dreams are made of. 

“It’s very important for Social- 
ists to arm themselves intellec- 
tually. The time is ripe for the 
arrival of a thinker who could 
undertake a work of synthesis on 
that level — a work of reference 
... Undeniably, one feels the lack 
of it." 

One does, and not only in 
France — Financial Times fea- 
ture. 


Old documents provide look at Columbus’s favourite ship 



National Geographic 

WASHINGTON — Her name, 
rarely mentioned apart from San- 
ta Maria and Pinta, is immortal in 
the annals of exploration: Nina — 
Little Girl. 

She was Christopher Col- 
umbus’s favourite ship. Among 
the most advanced of her day, she 
proved sea-kindly and swit on his 
first voyage to the New World. 
And, after bis flagship, Santa 
Maria, ran aground on Christmas 
Day, 1492, she carried the dis- 
coverer through a fierce mid- 
Atlantic winter storm safely and 
triumphantly home to Spain. 

What happened to Nina after 
that famous first voyage? What 
did she look like? For nearly 500 
years, her appearance has been 
assumed from early 16th-century 
drawings. Little is known about 
the Spanish caravels of discovery. 

Information in Seville 

Searching for information on 
the early Spanish shipping system 
in Spain's Archive of the Indies in 
Seville, historian Eugene Lyon 
examined a 400-page bundle of 
documents called the Libro de 


Armadas. It described the send- 
ing of several caravel fleets to the 
New World' between ''4495 and 
1500. 

“When I saw her name on the 
aged paper before me, I did not 
immediately grasp its signifi- 
cance," Lyon, an expert in old 
Spanish documents, reports in 
the November National Geog- 
raphic. 

“Nina, also known as Santa 
Clara.” Could this be Columbus’s 
Little Girl? She was nicknamed 
Nina because she was first the 
property of Juan Nino. She was 
formally Santa Clara, after the 
patron saint of the town 
(Moguer) where she was built. 

The bundle of documents in- 
cluded details of her cargo, sails, 
rigging, and other equipment in 
1498, the year of Colombus’s 
third voyage to the New Worid. 
Nina, the papers revealed, had 
four masts, instead of two or 
three as has always been de- 
picted. 

Most historians, including 
Lyon, believe the first — and 
second-voyage Ninas were one 
and the same. A five-year inves- 
tigation by National Geographic 
magazine, also reported in its 
November issue, has conducted 
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Nina, Columbus* favourite ship, is depicted as she looked on his third 
voyage to the New World in 1498 (drawing by National Geographic) 

that Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria Nina was among the flotilla of 17 
first anchored in the New World vessels. Convinced that Cuba was 
at Samana Cay in the Bahamas in the Asia he sought, Columbus 
1492. “aboard the caravel Nina, also 

On the second voyage, which known as Santa Clara," on June 
left Spain in September 1493, 12, 1494, required all his crews to 


swear to their belief about 
reaching the Asian mainland. 

In August 1495, sturdy Nina 
was badly damaged in a hurricane 
off the island of Hispaniola (now 
Haiti and the Dominican Repub- 
lic). The documents mention 
“Nina, which was remade in the 
Indies. " On her return to Spain in 
1496. Nina brought back New 
World goods: gold, wood, cotton, 
and a baud of sand. Columbus- 
thought the sand was a precious 
ore.' 

Next, apparently without Col- 
umbus’s approval, Nina was sent 
to Rome on a commercial voyage 
in 1497 and was hijacked off the 
coast of Sardinia by a French 
pirate. The crew, through brib- 
ery, escaped and returned Nina 
safely to Spain. An angry Col- 
umbus recovered her. 

Finally preparing for his third 
voyage to the New World, Col- 
umbus decided to send Nina and 
her sister ship Santa Cruz ahead 
to Hispaniola in early February 
149S with much-needed supplies. 
To pay his seamen, the docu- 
ments disclose, Columbus used 
funds he was to have taken to 
Hispaniola, hoping to balance the 
books with gold to be found, 
there. 


Abeer Nashashibi 


Jordanian 
named 
‘Restaurant 
Manager of 
the Year* 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Miss Abeer 
Nashashibi, a Jordanian, has 
been named “Restaurant Mana- 
ger of the Year" for the interna- 
tional region of the Marriott 
chain of hotels. The region covers 
Europe, Africa and Asia. Miss 
Nashashibi was awarded the title 
for successfully ranning the A1 
Mansaf and A1 Walima res- 
taurants at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel. 


INDIAN 

RESTAURANT 

Chicken Tekka 
Inn 


Welcomes you to its unique 
Indian food 

Jabaf Amman, 3rd Cir- 
cle, opposite City Bank, 
Tel. 642437 
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McEnroe tumbles out of 


French Open in 1st match 

Fernandez, Gomez advance in second day 


PARIS (AP) — John McEnroe, his serve-and-volley 
game in a shambles on the slow ciay of centre court, 
was eliminated in the first round of the French Open 
Tuesday by Argentina’s Horacio De La Pena 4-6, 
6-2, 6-4, 6-2. 


Ii was rbe second consecutive 
Grand Slam tournament in which 
McEnroe was a first-round loser. 
He lost to Paul Annacone in the 
opening round at the U.S. Open 
last August. 

"He came up with some great 
shots, but I beat myself.” McEn- 
roe said. 

Another American seed also 
lost Tuesday. Melissa Gurney, 
the loth-ranked woman, fell to 
Nicole Provis of Australia 6-4, 
6 - 2 . 

Chris Evert, the women's 


champion here for the past two 
years, started toward a record 
eighth French Open title with a 
6-1 . 6-3 victory over Eva Pfaff of 
West Germany. 

Winning also was Stefan 
Edberg of Sweden, the men's 
third seed, who defeated Mike 
Leach of the United States 6-2, 
6-3, 6-3. 

Andres Gomez, Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez. Manuela Maleeva, Raf- 
faella Reggi and Miloslav Mecir 
were among other seeds winning 
First-round matches. 



Top seeded John McEnroe, w ho fell out of French Open oo Tuesday, 
is seen manoeuvring on court in one of his earlier matches (File photo) 
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OPERA 



Feast 


A5DAU Ta. 675571 - 675573 


tv- 

We congratulate the public on the Eid Al Fitr Feast 
and present the greatest movie picture for 1987... The 
movie which won four Oscars this year for best 
picture, for best director, for best sound effects, and 
best montage. 

PLATOON 



Shows at 3:30, 17:15, 20:45, 22:45 p.m. 

And as of the beginning of Eid Al Fitr accord- 
ing to the following: 10:30 a.m., 12:30, 15:30, 
16:15, 20:30 and 22:30 p.m. 

Watch for the greatest film which won the 
Oscars. 


Following McEnroe and Evert 
onto centre court were top- 
seeded Martina Navratilova 
against Catherine Tanvier of 
France and eighth-seeded Jimmy 
Connors against Todd Nelson of 
the United States. 

McEnroe, the men's seventh 
seed, was given a lesson in clay- 
court tennis by De La Pena, the 
world's 49th-ranked player, who 
ran down shots and returned 
stinging crosscourt grounds Crokes 
throughout the three-hour match 
on a warm Paris afternoon. 

The booming serve and strong 
net play that made McEnroe 
number J in the world up until 
late 1985 was never evident. His 
volleys usually landed in the net 
or far past the baseline, and the 
quickness that characterised his 
championship form also was mis- 
sing. 

“Physically. I was not up to it,” 
McEnroe, who has complained 


recently of problems with his calf 
muscle s, said. “I tried to do 


something extra to get ready and 
perhaps I overdid it.” 

De La Pena, his long hair held 
back with a white headband, won 
six games in a row, going from 4-4 
in the third set to take that set 
and forge a 4-0 lead in the fourth. 
He broke McEnroe's serve for 
the eighth and final time to build 
a 3-0 lead, and had match point 


on the American’s serve before 
McEnroe saved it in the seventh 
game. 

At the end. De La Pena sent a 
forehand across court for a clean 
winner, then ran to the net. 
McEnroe, a scowl on his face 
beneath a blue bandana bead- 
band, trudged up and congratu- 
lated the Argentine, then walked 
off court to a muted ovation. 

De La Pena had lost to McEn- 
roe 6-2, 6-4, in the second round 
of the Italian Open two weeks 
ago. That, too. was on clay, but 
the surface was about the only 
similarity between the two 
matches. 

“In Rome, he gave me a lesson 
in chip-and-charge on a clay 
court,” De La Pena said. “I was 
surprised I won and how easily I 
won.” 

“I don't think he played so 
well. He was a bit disconsolate, 
but I played much better than in 
Rome. Today I passed him very 
well and reached all his volleys.” 

McEnroe said he probably 
would pass up the men's doubles 
tournament and had asked part- 
ner Robert Seguso to find some- 
one to take bis place. 

Now, he must wait to find out if 
the rulers of men's tennis suspend 
him for an outburst on court in 
Dusseldorf, West Germany, last 
Sunday, 


Australian swimmers 
take men ’s and team title 


BOCA RATON, Honda (AP) — 
Rob Woodhouse and Michael 
McKenzie powered the Austra- 
lian Institute of Sport (AIS) to 
the men's team title in the final 
day of competition Monday at the 
Mission Bay International Senior 
Swim meet. 

The Australians also won the 
overall team title with a score of 
1,574.5 points to Mission Bay's 
second place 1.530 points. 

Thirty-six teams competed in 
the three-day meet held at Mis- 
sion Bay aquatic training centre 
here. 

Woodhouse. 20, led the AIS 
sweep in the 200-metre individual 
medley with a time of 2:06.45.. 


Histeammates Ian McAdam, 18, 
and Brent Harding, 18, took 
second and third places with 
times of 2:08.71 and 2.09.53, re- 
spectively. 

In the men’s 1.500-metre frees- 
tyle. AIS's McKenzie, 19, edged 
Mission Bay's Mike O'Brien, 21, 
the 1984 Olympic gold medallist 
in the same event, 1536.63 to 
16:11.47. 


Mission Bay’s Jens Peter 
Berndt. 24, defeated Olympic tri- 
ple-gold and American record- 
holder Rick Cary, of the badger 
(New York) swim dub. in the 
200-metre backstroke with a time 
of 2:Q5.Q8. .to 2:05.86. 


Javelin record holder 
sets eyes higher 


DERBY, England (AP) — Fati- 
ma Whitbread, the women’s 
world record holder for the jave- 
lin at 77.44 metres, hinted Tues- 
day that an 80-metre throw may 
not be far away. 

After throwing 75.62 — the 
third furthest of all time — at the 
United Kingdom championships on 
Monday, Whitbread said: “This 
time last year, that throw would 
have been a world record. The 
way I'm throwing at the moment, 
I don't know that I could achieve. 


”1 thought the throw felt about 
average for me. The shock waves 


will be felt by (East German 
rival) Petra Felke,” said Whit- 
bread, who now holds the best 
three throws by a woman. 

She said that if the competition 
was right this summer, the figure 
of 80 metres could be reached. 

In dear, windless conditions at 
Derby's Moorways Stadium, 
Whitbread had two more throws 
over 70 metres on the way to her 
seventh U.K. title. 

With Olympic champion Tessa 
Sanderson not competing. Whit- 
bread's nearest challenger was 
Julie Abel, who threw 59.82 
metres. 
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Lorenzo 
The Only 
Restaurant 
in Amman 


For People 

Who Don’t Admire 

Restaurants. 


AMMAN OCSE1WES Lorenzo 

tHuttaRHA. BctwenSlh&MiClKk Teiajj9tt 
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'WHERE DID IT GO ; AIFaisali striker Imad 

Zakari a (centre) flanked by two players from 
Adduftein dub in a bid to block turn from scoring in 
the final match on Monday night for the Soccer 
Association Shield Championship. The match, held 


to the cheers of approximately 30,000 crowd, was 
won by Al Faisati 2 to 1. A {day off match between 
the. tiro teams, to be held sometime in June, will 
determine the victor of the shield (Photo by Yousef j 
Al ‘Allan). 


England captain urges crowd control 
after flying bottle cuts fan’s throat 


LONDON (AP) — England 
cricket captain Mike Gatting 
Tuesday called for stricter crowd 
controls after violence at Mon- 
day's one-day international 
against Pakistan led to 24 arrests 
and one man having his throat cot 
by a flying bottle. 

While 24-year-old Riaz 
Mohammad was recovering in a 
Birmingham hospital, police and 
cricket o (finals debated how to 
prevent scenes similar to those at 
Edgbaston, where hundreds of 
fans invaded the field at the end 
and some began fighting. 
Gatting, whose side won the 


match by one wicket in a thrilling 
louse or 


finish before a packed house 


27,000 fans, said: “They were the 
worst scenes 1 have seen at a 
cricket ground in this country. 

“It has got to be stopped right 
bow and die only way is for the 
police and officials to impose 
stricter ground control,” he said. 

Police said some 50. fans were 
ejected and 24 arrested, mostly 
for drunkenness. 

The injured man was thought 
to have been hit by a wine carafe 
thrown from another section of 
supporters in the stadium. Police 
said the glass severed his jugular 
vein and the quick action of a 
policewoman, who held her 
hands over the wound until he 
readied a first aid post, probably 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 
Final S tandings 


T-Ball 


Dorraa 1 

Signo De-Jamco 2 
Mercedes Benz 3 
Seiko 4 


Coach Pitch 


Danish Dairy l : ... 

Jordan Worsted-Mills 2 7 

Nashashibi/Ebbini 3 • 

Jordan Express 4~ 

Volvo 5 

General Computers & Electronics 6 


Xid Pitch 


Samar 1 
Squibb 2 
Ericsson 3 
Istiklal 4 
Furukawa ! 
Wang 6 


Soft Ball 


Westinghouse 1 


Eagle Engineering 2 


Al Ahlya 
Near East 4 



Dorma champs 


saved the man's life. 

Chief superintendent Tony 
Butler, who had some 200 offic- 
ers on duty at the stadium, said: 
“This is obviously a very §erious 
incident and we will now have, to 
consider, along with Warwick- 
shire County Cricket Club (which 
owns Edgbaston) how we can 
prevent people bringing glass ob- 
jects into the ground. 

“Drinks sold in the ground are 
dispensed in plastic containers 
and so whoever threw tins glass 
must have brought it in with 
them,” Butler said. 

“We don’t expect people to 
have serious throat injuries when 
they come to watch a cricket 
match,” be added. 

■ As fans swarmed on to the field 
at the . end of the match, both 
captains appealed over louds- 
peakers to clear the pitch and go 
home. 

Pakistan's captain. Imran 
Khan, said later: “When these 
things happen, it ceases to be a 
game. I suppose my words are 
aimed at both sets of supporters, 
but ours, particularly, get carried 
away. 

“ft causes us real embarrass- 
ment to see them running on the 
field and fighting in the stands,? 
Imran ^aid. . . ....... 

Although crowd misbehaviour 
at cricket grounds is not unusual 
in India. Pakistan and the West 
Indies, it has been largely absent 
from the English game, which, 
traditonally, is synonymous with 
tranquility and usually is played 
before small audiences. 


Porto aims 
to strike ■ 


gold in 


European 

Cup final 


VIENNA (R) — Bayern Munich 
trainer Udo Lattek expects ho 
team to face a fierce opening 
onslaught by Porto when, the .two. 
injury-hit teams meet m the 
European Cup final on Wednes- 
day night. . 

- Lattek, seeking to revive the 
West German champions’ glones 
of the 1970s, when he guided 
them to the first of three succes- 
ses in Europe's Premier .Club 
Soccer tournament, said he _ ex- 
pected the Portuguese dtampiom 
to attack from the start in search 
of an early goal and then rely on a 
packed defence. 

“I think they will go atLus for 
the first 15 to 20 minutes,' 7 he 
said. "They will try for an open- 
ing goal and then defend. They 
will be very defensive for the rest 
of the match.” 

He refused to confirm, he. 
would use defender Hans Pflueg- 
ler as a makeshift deputy - for 
injured striker Roland . Wohl- 
farth. 

“The situation is that we have 
three injured players — Wobl- 
farth, Hans Dorfner and Klaus 
Augenthaier," he said. “That re- 
mains unchanged and I shall not 
name my team until Wednesday. 
I am still thinking about ii:” 

Wohlfarth, Bayern's top scor- 
er, tore a hamstring in the dosing 
stages of their. 3-0 win over \Val- 
dhof Mannheim in the BundesB- 
ga last Saturday, and joined mid- 
fielder Dorfner and captain, and 
sweeper Augenthaier, who is sus*. 
pended for the final anyway, on 
the injured list. 

Meanwhile, Porto intends to 
capitalise on the golden offer of 
an- Italian coffee firm by setting, 
out to attack,- entertain and score 
as many goals as possible when 
they meet Bayern Munich. 

The Portuguese champions’ 
coach Artur Jorge told Reuters 
he did not-agree with Lattek that 
Porto -would attempt to steal _ a 
goal and defend. . . 

He said: “We will try to play 
attacking soccer, to make it an 
mien game and to score goals. 
We are not going to play defen- 
sively or to steal goals on the 



beating Belgian 
goalkeeper Jean-Marie, 
they will be 


•Cup 
. Pfaff, 

they will be rewarded with a kilo 
of gold for every goal scored in 
norma! time, thanks to the Italian 
coffee group who have offices in 
Oporto. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Fully furnished ground floor apartment in Abdoun area consist- 
ing of the following:- 

Three bedrooms, salon, dining room, two bathrooms, kilchea 
and small private garden. Central heating, water and electricity 
are al! separate. Telephone available. 


Please contact tel: 660260 Amman 


FURNISHED DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 


Consists of three bedrooms, spacious salons,' three 
bathrooms, Ameiican-style kitchen, central Heating, laun- 
dry room, servant’s room and spacious garden. Toti area 
350 square meties. * 

Location: Abdoun - Jabal Amman • . 

Call tel. 817374 


DR. WAJDI KAN AN 


Consultant Dermatologist and Veneriologist 
FRCP (London & Glasgow) Ph.D. (Oxford) 


Announces the opening of his private clinic for skin and venereal 
diseases, near Khalidi Hospital. Jabal Amman on the First of 
June 1987 

Telephone: 647374 


THE ROYAL THEATRE COMPANY 
in cooperation with 
THE GOETHE INSTITUTE 
PRESENTS 

THE THREEPENNY 
OPERA 

BY BERTOLT BRECHT ■ 

DIRECTED BY VANESSA BATROUN1 & COMPANY 
AT THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE, STUDIO 

THEATRE , • .: 

THURSDAY, MAY 28, FRIDAY MAY 29 : 
SATURDAY MAY 30, SUNDAY MAY 31 - 

AT 8.30 P.M.' -- 

TICKETS JD 3.000 STUDENTS JD 1.500 FROM 

RCC. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 67742U 





THE GOLDEN 
CHILD 


Performances 3:30, 5:10. 9:00, 10:45 


"Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 62515? 

r 

> 

ONE CRAZY 


SUMMER 


k f\:rfumuiKC* J l5.fk.JU.krW. H» J*' 



Cinema 


Tef: 675573 



PLATOON 


Performances 3:15, 5:15. 8:45, 10:45 


Cinema 

PLAZA 

, Tel: 677420 


s 

ONE CRAZY 


SUMMER 


. Performance* 3:30. 5:10, 9M, 10:45 



Cinema Td:622L9« 

RAGHADAN 


NINJAS: 


Performances 
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LONDON exchange rates I ‘Oil price may rise to $24 a barrel’ 


; Ftflkjwiiig are the buying and selling Tates for 

tc^dtn&wprid cnzreixacs and gold against the rfnifar at midday on 
jthcLondon foreign exchange and bullion markets on Tuesday. 


ounce of gold 


. 1.650505 . 
1.3442/47 
1.7955/65 
2.0225/35 
1.4760/70 
37.23/26 
6.0000/50 
1297/1299 
143.25/35 
6.2800/50 
6.6800/50 
6.7550/7600 
459.00/450.00 


U-$. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese >en 
Swedish crown 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 

LONDON (R) — A firm opening on Wall Street lifted equity 
prices above the day’s lows after a dull start on die back of the 
latest Hams/TV- AM opinion poll which showed the opposition 
Labour Party narrowing the gap with the Conservatives. Trading 
was dun, however, with a notable lack of selling from institutional 
investors, dealers said. 

- Currency considerations also weighed on the market as sterling 
and government bonds declined in the face of the poll news. 
Government bonds lost over IV< points in the benchmark 13 V* per 
cent 2004/08 stock. 

Sterling initially lost ground to the dollar which retained its 

a basket of European currencies xo^cjose with*!! loss of five "trade 
-weighted points at 72.8. 

- ■ The poll showed a two point improvement for the Labour Party 
at 37 per cent at the expense of the Tory party on 42 per cent with 
the .Centrist Alliance gainin g a point at 21 per cent. Although the 
poll has a relatively small sampling core its findings have 
reinforced a recent general impression that the Labour Party is 
continuing to make some headway into the Conservative lead, 
dealers said. 


W XYOUR daily 

Horoscoi 

from the Carrol! Rlghter Institute J 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 1987 

.v. GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early part of the day 
finds it possible for you to finish up a series of condi- 
tions that need to be out of the way .before you can 
V ' intelligently proceed. 

. ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19! You can now handle cor- 
respondence that has been neglected. Contact those you 
want as allies. 

' TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Apply yourself serious- 
i. i ly and handle practical matters. Find the right method 
to expedite things. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Study your present 
position and eliminate whatever is outdated. Enjoy the 
• company of friends tonight. 

£' “ MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Handle the 
.. tasks that can clear the path to greater progress. Save 
- , - . some time far your mate. 

... . LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You can gain an aim now 
_ . thafc has long eluded you since you have greater en- 
thusiasm than before. 

-VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Study your position at 
home and try to gain some prestige there. A bigwig can 
give you badring. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Something turns up to- 
day that can help you advance and make the future 
brighter for alL 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Keep busy at com- 
. . . pleting the work that’s undone. Small tasks can be done 
i. : .for. your mate, also. • ' *■ 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get outside 
. tasks finished before you delve into some new civic af- 
" fair that can be of help to you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Show fellow 
. workers that you finish one job before going on to the 
next one. Gain their respect thusly. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Have long talks with 
- those who like the same amusements as you. Impress 
•' others with the right attitude. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Although you have to 
lie out at work, take time to plan how to improve condi- 
• : thins at home. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he. or she, 

. will have every ability at handling emergencies of all 
kinds. Slant the education here toward police work, 
medicine and law, for all of these require mental 
brilliance and physical dexterity. And throw in some 
lessons on perseverance. 


THE Daily Crossword » >. 


5 Tango e-g- 
ID Thunder god 

14 8*rwric 

15 Tangled 
.16 Abundant 
17. Streaked 
IB Pugffiam 
20 Excessive 

devotion 

22 Robbery 

23 land in the 
water 

24 Red end Stack 
28 Hut 

28 Empty talk 

33 Not now 

34 Trick 

35 Hurrah 


37 Cafe peuon 

40 Assembled 

41 Convent 
member 

-42 Writer Ephron 
43 Open- 
45 Spinning toy 
.47 Snobbish 
48. Moslem dtie ' 

49 Rind 

50 Tfertt 

S3 ■Sorter's 
hazard 
57 Charm ■ 
BOrirsMte 
61 Theft — 

82 Cotton worker 
03 Fence opening 

64 Hot SO much 

65 Btidd" 

66 Ely Hum 

DOWN 
' 1 Surrealist 
pointer 
'2 AJoagwtth 

3 Chefs ex 

4 Horizon 

5 In a crazy wey 
.6 Btezing . 

7 Inquisitive 
; s — and'dried " 
SWWtacbor. _ 
r - WWtiwjr 

ttJMost taiWui : 
11 Sound gear 
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amin anuaia 
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12 Switch 
tetengs 

13 Sleep 

19 Supervised 
. in a way 
21 Copernicus 
lor one 

24 Aspersion 

25 Comfort 

26 003 

27 Dutch city 
(wtoi-Tbe-l 

26 Expiate 

29 “Skim irtrilt 
masquerades 

a* — 1 “ 

30 Ardent lover 

31 Watchful 

32 Trivial 

38 Roster 

39 “The Tin — “ 
44 AppSance 

specification 

46 Traffic 
problems 

47 Guard 

49 WeB section 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Fifing BQ@n nnsnn 
nnniFi rSnfin fincifiin 
nnrara nnrai nnnnra 
BQnnnganano^nnn 
nnrin nggnno 

Hnaan 
amnn nann 
fexiaaQ nnnnn nnr^ 
fianaara' 
BO B S 

n nnriHHiiiariQHin 
girth nnng Tjnmo 



50 Foflow 
secretly 

51 Other 

52 Addition 
word 

53 Word from a 
hear 


54 “The — not 
Taken" 

55 Sweeten the 
pol 

56 Hammer part 
SB Recede 

59 — tai 


JAKARTA (R) — World oil 
prices have firmed and are likely 
to strengthen gradually to as 
much as 524 a harre! by 1990, 
Indonesia's Mines and Energy 
Minister Subroto said Tuesday. 

Oil consumption is rising again 
and non-OPEC production tail- 
ing off, which spells good news 
for the 13 members oi the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), he said. 

“It is estimated that the price 
for West Texas Intermediate will 
average S 18.50 this year and gra- 
dually rise to 524 a barrel by 
1990. How mud) the OPEC price 
will be then cannot be deter- 
mined ... but it is dear there must 
be a relationship between OPEC 
oil and non-OPEC oil,” Dr. Sub- 
roto said. 

He said in a speech at an oi! 
contract signing ceremony with 
Continental Oil of Indonesia 
that oil consumption is expected 
to increase by one per cent 
annually for the next few years 
following a period of decline from 


1980-85. 

He estimated world oil coo- 
sumption has risen io 47 million 
barrels a day in 1987 up from 45.6 
million in 1985- 
Dr. Subroto told newsmen la- 
ter that Indonesia would urge 
OPEC to stick its December 
agreement on quotas for the rest 
of the year at OPEC’s annual 
ministerial meeting in June. 

“If you start talking about 
quotas and pricing changes again, 
you are just opening up a pandor- 
a’s box," he said. 

In December, OPEC pro- 
visionally agreed an increase in 
the group's production ceiling to 
16.6 million barrets a day in the 
third quarter of 1987 and 18.3 
million in the fourth from 15.8 
million in the fir^t half of the 
year. 

Dr. Subroto said he expected 
OPEC oil prices would change 
very little from the current aver- 
age of S18 for the second half of 
the year, because the group's 
production ceiling is set to rise 


and that will absorb the increas- 
ing demand. 

He said OPEC will recover 
much of its former clout by the 
1990s because it has vast oil re- 
serves. while exploration and 
production is falling off in the 
industrialised world. 

“We face the fact that demand 
is going up ar»d non-OPEC pro- 
duction is going down, and the 
result is that demand for OPEC 
oil will go up.” he said. 

He said OPEC should never 
use oil as a political weapon 
through an embargo, as it did in 
1973 and 1979. 

“Oil shouldn’t be used as a 
political plaything,” he told 
newsmen. 

"We hope that will never hap- 
pen again. The important thing is 
price stability. That benefits pro- 
ducers and consumers.” he said. 

He said he regretted that indus- 
trialised countries were unwilling 
to cooperate with OPEC in stabi- 
lising prices over the long term. 


Gulf Arab states make slow 
headway on stock markets 


BAHRAIN (R) — A Gulf-wide drive to develop stock 
exchanges has made only slow headway despite the 
launch of Saudi Arabia’s first ever trading floor this 
mouth, commercial bank economists in the region 
said. 


Italian judge frees some Libyan assets 


ROME (AP) — A. Rome judge 
on Monday freed two-thirds of 22 
billion lire (517 million) in Libyan 
assets that were frozen here in an 
effort to force Libya to pay 
overdue bills to Italian firms. 

Magistrate Giovanni Toti, 
however, extended the freeze on 
7 billion lire ($5.5 million) in 
Libyan hinds as a “preventative ** 
measure until the debt dispute is 
resolved, according to the ANSA 
and AGI news agencies. 

The remaining 15 billion lire 
($12 million) was to he im- 
mediately restored to the Libyan 
government. Magistrate Toti 
said, the news agencies added. 

A Milan court had ordered the 
assets frozen last August on the 
request of two firms. Co. Fa. of 
Milan and C.F. of Piacenza, 
claiming the Libyan government 
owed them 7 billion lire on work 
involving tractors and auro parts, 
dating back to 1981. 

Although it has not run up a 
foreign debt, Libya is believed to 
owe millions of dollars in back 
payments to companies that have 
operated recently in that North 
African country, according to 
Western economic analysts. 

At least 20 Italian firms have 
claimed overdue payments from 
Libya totalling some 200 billion 
lire (5142 million), mostly from 
the past few years, when Libya 
has been hit hard by the slumping 
price of oil, its main export. 


The frozen Libyan assets, 
which belong to sly Libyan state- 
controlled banks, were stored in 
five Italian banks. 

Italian banks had appealed the 
order, noting that the amount 
frozen was more than three times 
the amount actually owed. 

The Libyan government had 
also appealed, and warned it 
would consider suing for dam- 
ages. 

Officials at the Libyan embassy 
in Rome, known as the Peoples 
Bureau, could not be reached for 
comment on Monday night. 

Ten days ago. Magistrate Toti 
had lifted a freeze order on an 
undisclosed amount of money 
that was held in current accounts 
at Italian banks by the Libyan 
embassy. 

The development should give a 
boost to cash-strapped Libya and 
ease some of the tensions tbar 
have grown between Italy and its 
neighbour across the Mediterra- 
nean since the April 1986 U.S. 
bombing of Libya. 

Last September, the Libyans 
got another influx of much- 
needed hard currency when they 
sold their 15.19 per cent stake in 
Fiat. 

The sale price, reported at ab- 
out S3 billion, was roughly eight 
times the Libyan government's 
original investment of $400 mil- 
lion in 1977 and represented the j 
biggest source of income last year J 


NTT predicts tough times 

TOKYO (R) — The company with the hi ghest priced shares in the 
world, Nippon Telegraph and Telephone (NTT), is in for some tough 
times, company officials Monday said. 

They told a press conference that increased competition will push 
current profits down nearly 8 Vi per cent in 1987/88, to 328 billion yen 
($2.3 billion). 

New entrants into the lucrative long distance telephone business 
are expected to lure away profits to m N TT, said Mr. Osamu 
Kajima, deputy executive director for NTT’s accounts and finance 
department. 

Investors, who are holding shares worth more than 520,000 apiece,- 
are not likely to be worried, brokers said. 

“People are not buying it on simple growth,” said Mr. David 
Keller, an analyst at the James Cape l and Co. brokerage house. 

“They mainly buy it because it goes up and down. They hope they 
can buy it when it’s down and sell it when it's high. It’s not that easy, 
but tha t’s why they buy it,” he said. 

NTT’s share price has soared 128 per cent to 2.S5 million yen 
(520,213), since tbe government sold 1.96 million shares in the 
formerly state-owned company last February. 


Peanuts 


outside of oil. 

,Tbe North African nation's oil 
revenues, which reached a peak 
in 1980 of $22 billion, went down 
last year to between S4 billion 
and 55 billion. 

Dollar gains 

LONDON (R) — Tbe dollar 
gained in value Tuesday in tbe 
currency markets where the bel- 
ling was that interest rates in tbe 
United States are headed higher. 

Gold eased. Tokyo’s stock ex- 
change closed little changed tom 
Monday's but share prices fell in 
London. 

With a British election due on 
June 1 1 , London's investors came 
back from a three-day bank holi- 
day weekend to find that the 
left-wing Labour Party was catch- 
ing up with Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s ruling Conserva- 
tives in the opinion polls. 

The dollar traded during 
Europe's morning at around 
1.7950 West German marks and 
142.75 yen. It bad ended at 
1.7820 and 140.85 in New York 
last Friday. Markets in the Un- 
ited States were also closed 
Monday. 

Gold was easier, reflecting the 
stronger dollar, and was set in 
London Tuesday morning at 
$459.65 an ounce — down tom 
463.70 in New York on Friday. 

The dollar was up Tuesday 
because dealers are betting that 
the Federal Reserve Board, the 
U.S. central bank, will raise its 
discount rate from the present 5.5 
per cent ahead of the Jnne 8 
summit in Venice of the Group of 
Seven leading non-communist in- 
dustrial nations. 

It would act. they reasoned, to 
give a clear signal to its alhes of 
its willingness to prevent the dol- 
lar renewing the recent slide, 
which was playing havoc with 
other nation's trade and starting 
to frighten foreign investors away 
from buying U.S. government 
bonds. 

Several dealers said the pros- 
pect of rising U.S. interest rates 
was the only factor buoying the 
dollar. The dollar has been un- 
attractive because of huge trade 
and budget deficits in the U.S. 


After last year’s drop in oO 
revenue, Gulf nations embarked 
on a coordinated policy designed 
to wean the private sector off 
over-reliance on the state and 
boost investment. 

Bat the move to set up reg- 
ulated stock exchanges has been 
slow as tbe Iran-Lraq war and 
spectre of the S90 billion crash of 
Kuwait’s unofficial market five 
years ago haunts tbe region. 

Kuwait’s unofficial stock mar- 
ket, the “Souk Ai Manakh," col- 
lapsed in 1982 after a series of 
speculative deals based on the 
post-dated checks unravelled. 

The legacy of debt has per- 
vaded banking systems through- 
out the Gulf where many non- 
performing loans can be traced 
back to the souk debacle. 

When Saudi Arabia opened a 
share trading floor in Riyadh two 
weeks ago, there was no fanfare 
and some of the kingdom’s 11 
banks had still been unsure on 
exact timing of the launch. 

Saudi Arabia cautiously 
avoided the term stock exchange, 
referring instead to a “central 
trading hall.” Authorities want at 
all cost to avoid another specula- 
tive trading bubble. 

One economist said: “The 
taboo on stock exchanges has 
been lifted, but only to a limited 
extent.” 

Before the Saudi move on May 
11, Kuwait had been the only one 
of the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states io have an 
official stock market with a cen- 
tralised trading system. The now 
defunct Souk Al Manakh was an 
unofficial, parallel market. 

Within the political and econo- 
mic union of tbe GCC, momen- 
tum has been budding up. for a 
stock exchange in each of the 


remaining countries — Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). But prog- 
ress has been slow and econom- 
ists said many obstacles stand 
in the way of regional trading. 

Mr. Richard Stutely, chief eco- 
nomist at Burgan Bank SAK in 
Kuwait, said: “A Gulf-wide mar- 
ket is still n way off. Tbe first 
stage must be to set up strong 
exchanges in each of the indi- 
vidual (GCC) countries." 

The offshore banking centre of 
Bahrain announced plans for an 
exchange last August. But 
although a decree setting it up as 
a legal entity was passed in March 
this year, the start-up date will 
probably not be before March 
1988, economists said. 

Oman’s Commerce and Indus- 
try Undersecretary Ahmad Ibn 
Abdul Nabi Macki has 
announced the launch of a stock 
exchange by the end of 1987, but 
only domestic shares will be 
traded. 

In the UAE, a draft stock 
exchange law was shelved in 1983 
as tbe shock waves from Kuwait 
spread. The project remains on 
hold and a central bank official 
said there were no plans to rerive 
it. 

That means that stock trading 
in the UAE, Bahrain, Oman and 
Qatar is based on loose telephone 
and telex markets. 

Trading volume has been rising 
in those countries but the Iran- 
Iraq war has dampened invest- 
ment throughout the Gulf. 

Abu Dhabi-based broker Ali 
Yassin said: “Everyone feels the 
(UAE) market needs to be orga- 
nised. Right now there is no trust 
in the market. People don't have 
the encouragement to go ahead.” 

Economists do not doubt the 


vast potential for stock markets in 
(he Gulf. Private wealth is still 
very high despite the oil-led re- 
cession of the mid-1980s, but in 
the absence of clearly regubted 
markets Arab funds have been 
traditionally channelled into 
securities markets in the Western 
world. 

Mr. Stutely said: “There must 
be tremendous pool of funds that 
could be mobilised.” 

Japanese investment bouses, 
for example, are increasing their 
presence in the Gulf to take 
advantage of the surplus funds in 
the Arab World. 

The new Saudi system, replac- 
ing a telephone market for about 
50 listed stocks, was introduced 
during the holy month of Rama- 
dan when commercial activity tra- 
ditionally slows and trading has 
been very sluggish in the first two 
weeks. 

Bur even if each of the six GCC 
stales were to have a clearly 
regulated stock exchange, eco- 
nomists see at least two more 
hurdles that must be cleared to 
promote Gulf-wide trading. 

— Firstly, exchange rate risk 
should be eliminated. Moves to- 
wards a common “currency grid” 
linking the six GCC currencies to 
one common peg would help. 

Central bank governors from 
the six states have carried our 
considerable preparatory work 
on the currency grid, but it re- 
mains unclear when agreement 
will be reached on what will have 
to be a top-level political decision 
throughout the Gulf. 

— Secondly, rules on share 
ownership must be clarified, eco- 
nomists said. At present, shares 
can generally only be owned by 
nationals of the country where 2 
company is based. 

Bahrain has allowed GCC 
nationals to buy up to 25 per cent 
of a Bahraini company's stock 
and GCC nationals have permit- 
ted to buy into SABZC as an 
isolated company in Saudi Arabia. 
But debate on wider legislation 
has been slow. 


Japan posts record external assets 


TOKYO (AP) — Heavy invest- 
ments in foreign securities and 
the establishment of an offensive 
market in December gave Japan 
a record $180.4 billion in net 
external assets at the end of 1986, 
the finance ministr y said in an 
annual report Tuesday. 

Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa reported to a cabinet 
meeting Tuesday that Japan’s 
governmental and private assets 
m other nations at tbe end of 1986 
totalled S727.3 billion, while 
liabilities amounted to $547.0 bil- 
lion. 

That left Japan with net assets 
of $180.4 billion, up 39 per cent 
over the $129.8 billion recorded 
at the end of 1985. 

Although comparable figures 
for other nations were not yet 
available , Japan is likely to be the 
world’s largest overseas creditor 
nation for the second straight 
year, said a finance ministry 
spokesman. 

Japan was the world’s largest 
creditor nation in 1985, exceeding 


Britain's net external assets of 
$116 billion, and West Germany's 
$64.7 billion in 1985. 

The United States had an esti- 
mated net foreign debt of $107.4 
billion, and net foreign liabilities 
of $140 billion in 1985. the fi- 
nance ministry report said. 

Japan's major external assets 
included $257.9 billion in foreign 
bonds and stocks and $58.1 bil- 
lion in direct investments, such as 
factory construction and corpo- 
rate acquisitions. 

Net external assets totalled 
$138-5 billion in the private sector 
and $41.8 billion in the public 
sector, said the official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Japanese investment in foreign 
bonds and stocks amounted to 
$257.9 billion, up $112.71 billion 
and accounting for about 35 per 
cent of the country’s total over- 
seas assets, the ministry’s report 
said. 

Last year, many Japanese insti- 
tutional investors bought U.S. 
treasury securities, which helped 


the U.S- government to cover its 
budget deficits. 

Japan's total external assets 
jumped t>6 per cent tom $437.7 
billion in 1985 io S727.3 billion at 
the end of last Year, he said. 

“The most important contribu- 
tor was the increase in securities 
investments overseas," the offi- 
cial said. “But a second reason 
was that there was a remarkable 
increase in the outstanding 
amount of assets held by private 
banks.” 

“In just one month after the 
offshore market was established 
on Dec. 1 of last year, external 
assets held by the private banking 
sector jumped by $95.0 billion to 
$194.8 billion." he added. 

The report also showed that 
direct overseas investment in- 
creased S14.1 billion to $58.1 
billion, reflecting moves by 
Japanese industries to shift their 
production facilities to other 
countries to offset the impact cf 
the yen’s rise against other major 
currencies. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



‘Give me a penny for my thoughts 
100,000 times, and we can 
take a nice vacation.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
e by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


A 

We won— out After the 
legal expanses. 1 
don't know. . 



FOTIS 


Andy Capp 


■sail 


r HAVP^TSEEN HER VET, 
RUSE. BUT HE TELLS ME 
SHE SAYS SHE'S KEEN 
ON SNOOKER, KX7TSAU, 
FISHING, PIGEONS - 



10VELY, EH, FLO? WH4T\ 
HE DESERVES- A •£*' 
LASS WHO MCEWES 1 
HW R33MTHESMRT/ J 


LOOSAN 






LO/ELY 


SESAUR 


these wqrps some- 
times DESCRIBE 
A LAW SUIT- 

k. 4 


Now arrange the circled letters Io 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: a 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

i Jumbles. CRUSH MADAM COERCE PICNIC 

| Answer A miser fives poor so he can do this — DIE RICH 















Chun dumps premier, 3 ministers 
in bid to halt torture scandal 

Ruling S. Korean party leader becomes prime minister 


Shops, schools close in 
Fiji protest strikes 



SEOUL (R) — President Chun Doo Hwan removed 
South Korea’s premier and three top ministers 
Tuesday in a move seen as strengthening the hand of 
his heir-apparent, Roh Tae-Woo, in the succession 
struggle. 


. Mr. Roh, chairman of the rul- 
ing Democratic Justice Party 
(DJP), had argued for major' 
cabinet changes to counter grow- 
ing public anger over an alleged 
cover-up of the death of a student 
under police torture. 

His argument was clearly 
heard. 

Out went Prune Minister Lho 
Shin-Yong, 57, accepting “moral 
and political responsibility” for 
the current crisis of confidence in 
the government, to be replaced 
by a relatively unknown law pro- 
fessor, Lee Han-Key. 

Out too went Deputy Premier 
Kim Mahn-Je, Interior Minister 
Chun Ho-Yong and Justice 
Minister Kim Seung-Ky. 

Even more significant to some 
analysts was the removal of 
Qiang Se-Dong, director of the 


Agency for National Security 
Pl annin g — the former Korean 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

“In this reshuffle the most eye- 
catching thing is the replacement 
of the National Security Agency 
bead,” said the Joongang Daily 
News. 

“It is particularly meaningful in 
that Mr. Chang was one of those' 
closest to President Chun, at the 
heart of the ruling ramp." 

The newspaper said domestic 
and foreign commentators had 
recently cited Mr. Chang and 
Prime Minister Lho as possible 
rivals to Mr. Roh Tae-Woo for 
the r uling party's presidential 
nomination. 

“This reshuffle shows that Mr. 
Roh has now become the number 
two man in the ruling camp, both 
in terms of position and now of 


influence.'’ the Joongang Daily 
News -said. 

The ruling party is scheduled to 
hold a national convention on 
June 10 to choose its candidate to 
succeed Mr. Chun, who says he 
will step down next February 
when his seven-year term expires. 

Mr. Chun has refused opposi- 
tion demands to allow direct pres- 
idential elections with universal 
suffrage : and has decreed that his 
successor wifi be picked indirectly 
in December by an Electoral Col- 
lege of some 5,000 members. 

The influential Dong-A Ilbo dai- 
ly commented that the ruling camp 
was until now controlled by the 
Troika of Roh, Premier Lho and 
National Security Chief Chang. 

“The replacement of two of 
these is a big change. This indi- 
cates that Chairman Roh Tae- 
Woo will most probably become 
the party’s presidential choice,” 
Dong-A added. 

The Joongang Daily News said 
the appointment as Prime Minis- 
ter of Lee Han-Key, 69, “who is 
an academic and not from a 
milrtai}' background, is seen as a 


Fire breaks out at Tokyo power plant 


TOKYO (AP) — A fire broke 
out near a crude oil storage tank 
Tuesday morning at a thermal 
power plant, killing three work- 
ers and injuring two, pob’ce and 
fire department officials said. 

The three men died in the oil 
tank fire that broke out at Tokyo 
Electric Power’s Oil thermal 
power plant in Shinagawa Ward, 
said Yoshio Tsukakoshi of the 


Tokyo Fire Department. 

Mr. Tsukakoshi said one of the 
two injured workers suffered se- 
rious burns. 

The five were engaged in a 
pressure test of a pipe under 
repair when the fire broke out, 
said a Tokyo water police official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

the official said 42 fire tracks 


and vessels and helicopters bat- 
tled the blaze, containing it after 
an hour. 

Black smoke spewed over part 
of Tokyo Bay, the officials said. 

Tokyo electric power official 
Kumo Okano said electricity was 
not interrupted because power is 
automatically supplied tocrctom- 
ers from other sources when one 
power line foils. 


Tamil rebels kill 7 Sri Lankan, troops 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil guer- 
rillas killed seven soldiers in Sri 
Lanka's north and east in the past 
24 hours as troops continued their 
assault on rebel qpmps in the 
northern Jaffna peninsula, offi- 
cial sources said Tuesday. 

A landmin e blew up a military 
vehicle in Batticaloa district Mon- 
day night, killing five soldiers and 
injuring one, they said. 

In the Jaffna peninsula, guerril- 


las attacked an army camp at 
Kurumbasetty with mortar 
bombs, killing a soldier. Another 
soldier was killed by a landmine 
that exploded in front of an 
advancing patrol at Kankesan- 
thurai, the sources said. 

Security forces were advancing 
slowly on rebel positions in their 
stronghold of Jaffna, they added. 

National Security Minister 
Lalith Athuiathmudali denied 


Mitterrand goes to Quebec 
after reconciliation speech 


GASPE, Quebec (R) — Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand took 
time off from politics with sight- 
seeing Tuesday after marking 
the end of 20 years ■of strained 
Franco-Canadian relations with a 
reconciliation speech to Canada's 
parliament. 

The 70-year-old French presi- 
dent, on Che second day of a state 
visit to Canada, planned te mix 
sightseeing and politca] talks with 
leaders of Quebec's Francophone 
society. 

He left the federal capital of 
Ottawa early Tuesday for the 
eastern Quebec town of Gaspe, 
where French explorer Jacques 
Cartier established the first 
French settlement in North 
America in the 16th century. 

Mr. Mitterrand held several 
hours of talks in Ottawa Monday 
with Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney. 

Political observers said his brief 
visit to the capital, during which 
he addressed parliament, was a 
major diplomatic success. 

The 20-year chill in relations 
began with a visit by President 
Charles de Gaulle in 1967 during 


which he offended Ottawa an- 
thoritie: by boosting Quebec 
separatists with his cry from a 
Montreal balcony of “vive le 
Quebec fibre" (long five free 
Quebec). 

Gen. De Gaulle's state visit 
was cut short and was the last by a 
French president to Canada until 
now. 

During his address to parlia- 
ment Monday, Mr. Mitterrand 
uttered his own slogan: ‘’Vive le 
Canada, vive la France” (long 
five Canada, long five Francs) — ' 
expressing a sentiment opposite 
to that of Gen. De Gaulle's state- 
ment. 

Mr. Mulroney told parliament 
a new page had been turned in 
relations between France and 
Canada. 

Improved ties between Paris 
and Ottawa have been aided by 
Canada's political scene. 

Mr. Mulroney’s Conservative 
government ousted Liberal lead- 
er Pierre Trudean in 1984 and the 
new government, in contrast to 
the previous one, approved of 
France’s special relationship with 
Quebec. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CBABLES GORES 

AND OKAS SHARIF 
01988 Tribune Madia Sonic**. Inc. 


DEAR MR. GOREN 


s 

Q- — I am a regular rubber bridge 
player at a club In H»ln area. I 
can’t seem to agree with strange 
partners on which bids are forc- 
ing and which are not; when four 
no trump is Blackwood and when 1 
it Is quantitative; etc. Obviously, 
there Is not time before every 
rubber to discuss these matters 
in detail with a new partner. 

What would you recommend? 

E. N-, Los Angeles, Calif. 

A. — Things were a lot simpler in 
the old days. All you needed to 
know was that you were playing 
strong two-bids, Blackwood and 
Stayman, and that jump bids were 
forcing. 

Today, jump bids can be weak, 
intermediate or strong; most play- 
ers use weak two-bids with two 
clubs farcing; and everyone has his 
own version of Stayman and which 
bids are Blackwood. 

Personally, I would treat jump 
overcalls by partner as weak and 
all other jump bids as strong. When 
in doubt as to whether a bid is forc- 
ing or not, I would tend to treat it Is 
as forcing: the bonuses for game 
and slam exceed the risk of going 
down an extra trick. 

Your question about Blackwood 
brings to mind a story about a well- 
known California teacher who was 
about to start a new course for in- 
termediate players. No sooner had 


his students settled in for his first 
lecture then he opened with the re- 
mark: "Tonight we are going to 
learn that not all four no trump 
bids are Blackwood.” Half the 
class promptly got up and walked 
out! 

If, in the average rubber bridge 
game, you are going to start pass- 
ing bids of four no trump because 
you think they are slgnoffs or 
quantitative, you are going to find 
yourself playing a lot of very “deli- 
cate" contracts. When most of the 
dub players I know bid four no 
trump they expect to find out how 
many aces partner holds. I would 
treat all such bids as Blackwood, 
secure In the knowledge that, in 
the long run, I will come out way 
ahead. 

The whole secret of a successful 
partnership with a stranger at the 
rubber table is to keep things sim- 
ple. The fewer gadgets you have 
the less there is to go wrong in 
seemingly normal auctions. 

Q- — Recently 1 saw a reference 
to a videocassette “Play Bridge 
with Omar Sharif." When will It 
be available? — B- K_ Minimi 
Fla. 

A. — It was released about two . 
months ago. Check with your video i 
store. 


press reports that a major milit- 
ary offensive was underway 
against rebels fighting for an in- 
dependent homeland for Tamils 
on the Sinhalese-dominated is- 
land. 

“There is no major military 
offensive. We are carrying out a 
process of slowly re gaining areas 
controlled by terrorists in Jaff- 
na,” Mr. Athuiathmudali told re- 
porters Monday. 


Peruvian 
troops kill 
mother of 3 

LIMA, Pern (AP) — Soldiers 
fired on a bus 15 minutes before 
the beginning of a curfew, killing 
a 36-year-old mother of three, 
newspapers have reported. 

The Joint Armed Forces Com- 
mand refused to comment on the 
latest death of a civilian at the 
hands of troops. 

At least 20 people have been 
killed in lima by security forces 
daring the 15-month-old curfew. . 

The death Sunday of Rosa Fer- 
nandez de Meza underscored 
bow dangerous tins violence-torn 
city of 6 million inhabitants has 
become for the average citizen in 
the past year as violence by leftist 
guerrilla groups and security 
forces has escalated. 

The government established 
the curfew n February 1986 as 
part of a state of emergency to. 
combat an expanding wave of 
rebel bombings and attacks in 
Lima mid the neighbouring port 
of Callao. 

■ The measure pot the military in 
charge of security. Sokfiers patrol 
the city at night, and no one is 
permitted to move about on the 
streets between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. 
without a safe-conduct pass. 

The husband of the dead 
woman, Francisco Febres, and 
other passengers in the small bus 
said in news reports that an army 
patrol aboard an armoured vehi- 
cle fired on the bus at 12:45 a.m. ’ 
Sunday, 15 minutes before the 
start of curfew. 

The bus was carrying a dozen 
passengers over a bridge in down- 
town Lima, witnesses said. 

The woman’s husband and, 
other passengers said the bus 
driver slowed as he passed the 
armoured track but did not re- 
ceive a signal to halt. 

“When we had gone about 50 
yards, we suddenly felt bursts of 
machine-gun fire against the back 
of the bus, and passengers began 
to scream in tenor,” Febres said. 

His wife was hit five times in 
the abdomen, hips and legs, he 
said, and died a few minutes later 
in the emergency ward of a near- 
by clinic. No one else was re- 
ported hurt. 

The government has defended 
the need for tough measures 
against the Shining Path and the 
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement, the two guerrilla 
groups that have intensify *' 
attacks in the last two years. 

But President Alan Garda has 
admitted police and the military 
often use excessive force. 


step towards softening the image 
of the government abroad.” 

It was the Joongang Daily 
News which in January carried 
the first news of tire death of 
student Park Chong-Chol, 21, 
under police torture, triggering 
the scandal which has now 
brought down four senior govern- 
ment ministers. 

At first, police reacted to the 
unwelcome disclosure by saying 
the Seoul National University 
student died of heart failure while 
being questioned. 

Later came an official admis- 
sion that members of an anti- 
communist police squad, who 
were forcing the youth’s head 
into a bath foil of water to try to 
make him reveal the whereabouts 
of another student activist, suffo- 
cated him by crushing his throat 
against the rim. 

These first shock revelations 
led President Chun to order a full 
inquiry, to sack his interior minis- 
ter ana police chief for foiling to 
prevent Park’s death, and to set 
up a government commission to 
protect human rights- 


Chinese 
forest 
fire under 
control 

PEKING (R) — China's biggest 
forest fire for nearly 40 years bas 
been brought under control by 
rain and the efforts of tens of 
thousands of people, the People's 
Daily reported Tuesday. 

It said that up to 10 mm (0.4 
inches) of man-made and natural 
rain fell on Snnday and Monday 
over the area in the north-east 
where the blaze has been raging 
for three weeks. 

“Thanks to the heroic fire- 
fighting efforts of specialised Peo- 
ple’s liberation Army units and 
the masses, the fire in both the 
eastern and western sectors has 
basically been brought under con- 
trol. The forest foe is not spread- 
ing,” the newspaper’s overseas , 
edition said. j 

The fire has killed more than 
200 people and destroyed die 
homes of 50,000 since May 6 in 
Heilongjiang province. 

The paper said an additional 
5,000 firefighters bad been sent to 
rr aibat the western wing of the 
Maze, where flames had been out : 
of control and threatening vast 
virgin forests in the neighbouring' 
region of Inner Mongolia. 


SUVA (R) — Supporters of Fiji’s 
deposed Premier Timod Bavad- 
ra, overthrown in a military coup 
12 days ago, staged protest strikes 
Tuesday which closed shops and 
schools, while food shortages 
were reported in parts of the 
South Pacific nation. 

In an interview with Retuers 
and three other foreign journal- 
ists, coup leader Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Smveni Rabuka said the 
strategic Pacific island chain re- 
mained tense, and warned that 
police and the army would take 
strong action against any demon- 
strations. 

State radio said most shops in 
the west of Fiji’s main island Viti 
Levu, foe main powerbase of Dr. 
Bavadra. were dosed Tuesday 
and few buses were running. 

There were long lines of peo- 
ple, particularly Indians, queuing 
outside the Immigration Depart- 
ment and foreign embassies Tues- 
day morning to get passports and 
.visas to leave the country. 

School children were sent 
home for the second day running 
as teachers went on strike. Some 
parents kept their children at 
home because of the uncertain 
.situation. 

A planned stoppage by pre- 
dominantly Indian shopkeepers 
in the capital Suva did not take 


place and' the market was open as 
usual. 

Most shops and businesses are 
owned by members of the large 
Indian community who. make up 
roughly half of Fiji’s 714,000* 
population. 

A police spokesman told repor- 
ters that police blocked a planned 
demonstration in Suva by pre- 
venting bus loads of supporters 
reaching the capital from western 
sugar-growing areas. 

As an export ban imposed by 
trade unions in Australia ana 
New Zealand in protest against 
the coup began to bite, shops in 
parts of the country reported 
food shortages triggered by a rash 
to stock up in case of continued 
shop closures. 

Air Pacific, foe country’s exter- 
nal airline, announced it was cut- 
ting back services because of a 
sudden slump in tourist arrivals, 
while hotels said they would have 
to start laying off staff unless 
business improved. 

The United States, New Zea- 
land -and Australia have advised 
tourists to stay away from Fiji 
until the political situation stabil- 
ises. Tourism and sugar are the 
country's two main foreign ex- 
change earners. 


Barbie brought against his will 
from jail to courthouse 


LYON, France (R) — Former 
Gestapo officer Klaus Barbie was 
brought against his will Tuesday 
to the courthouse where he is 
standing trial for crimes against, 
humanity, Assistant State Pro-* 
secu tor Jean-OUvier Viout said. 

He said Babrie, 73, put up no 
resistance when police took him 
from Lyon's Saint Joseph Prison 
to a cell inside foe colonnaded 
Palace of Justice. 

Barbie, who walked out of his 
trial on May 13, will await a 
decision expected Tuesday after-i 
noon to return him to the glass- 
protected deck in foe courtroom. 


“He still refuses to appear but 
put up no resistance against the 
police,” Mr. Viout told Reuters. 

The frail, stooped Barbie was 
“as well as could be expected,” 
he added. 

A special medical unit has been 
set np inside the courthouse to 
attend to Barbie and the aged 
witnesses testifying on his role in 
crimes committed over 40 years 
ago. 

Barbie quit his trial saying he 
was kidnapped from Bolivia four 
years ago and was being held 
illegally in France. 


Kim back from visit to China 


TOKYO (AP) — North Korean 
President Kim II Sung returned to 
Pyongyang by train Tuesday after 
“successfully” winding up an offi- 
cial visit to China, the official 
(North) Korean Central News 
Agency said. 

Mr. Kim, who spent five days 
in Peking, was met at the railway 
station by his son, heir apparent 
Kim Jong B, and other North 
Korean officials and Chinese 
embassy officials, the ag ncy 
said. 

In Peking Mr. Kim met with 
China's top leader Deng Xiaop- 
ing, Premier Zhao Ziyang and 
other Chinese leaders. 

. Earlier in the day, the agency 
said Mr. Kim sent a “message of 


th anks ’* to Chinese leaders' in- 
cluding Mr. Zhao, Mr. Deng, 
Mr. Li Xiannian, president of the 
People’s Republic. of China, 
saying: “We are leaving your 
country with a pleasant min d 
after successfully winding up our 
visit to China this time amici your 
particular concern.” 

“We are very satisfied with the 
fact that our visit to China con- 
solidated the blood-sealed Korea- 
China friendship and strikingly 
demonstrated its invincible vital- 
ity," the message was quoted as 
saying. 

The two Asian Communist 
countries fought together during 
the 1950-53 Korean War and are 
dose allies. 


Ex-Reagan aide acquitted in fraud trial 


NEW YORK (R) — Former 
Reagan administration Labour 
Secretary Raymond Donovan, 
tiie first siting cabinet secretary 
ever indicted, was acquitted 
along with seven co-defenaants of 
defrauding the New York City 
transit authority of $7.4 million. 

Mr. Donovan, who rerigned 
his cabinet post in 1985 to fight 
the charges, crossed himself and 
spectators burst into applause as 
the verdict was read. 

An angry Donovan told repor- 
ters, afterward; “We were not' 
gmlty. The question is, should 
tins indictment have ever been 
brought?” 

“As I said to the assistant 
prosecutor on the way out, “which 
office do I go to ... to get my. 
reputation back? ... Who will 
reimburse my company for the 
economic jail that it has been in - 
for the last two and a half years?” 


Assistant District Attorney 
Stephen Bookia, the chief pro- 
secutor, Left the courtroom with 
no comment. 

Prosecutors charged that Mr. 
Donovan and foe defendants — 
one a New York state senator and 
another a reputed figure in the 
Genovese mafia crime family — 
stole money that had been ear- 
marked for minority-run 
businesses working on an under- 
ground railway project. 

The prosecution said the defen- 
dants’ company, Scfaiavone Con- 
struction Co, which had a $136- 
million contract to build a new 
railway tunnel for the New York 
subway system, had falsely 
claimed it paid S7.4 milli on to a 
minority-run subcontractor, 
Jopel Contracting and Tracking. 

The prosecution contended the 


payments were funnelled back to 
Schiavone.. 

Defence attorneys, calling the 
case a political vendetta, said Mr. 
Donovan, a Republican, was 
singled out by zealous Democrats 
in the Bronx section of New York 
who were out to get a member of 
foe Reagan administration. 

Mr. Donovan, a self-made mil- 
lionaire who was a political un- 
known when Mr. Reagan named 
him to the cabinet, was hounded 
by allegations linking him to 
organised crime and was accused 
by unions of being unsympathetic 
to labour. 

* He survived stormy congres- 
sional confirmation hearings in 
1980 and 1981, two investigations 
by a special prosecutor . into 
alleged ties to organised crime 
figures and a barrage of criticism 
that prod aimed his record dismal 
after eight months in office. 


Schoolchildren get unexpected day off 

TEL AVIV (R) — An unofficial teachers' strike in protest at 
government budget cuts gave 1.3 mflfaoa ftraeh 
unexpected holi&y Tuesday. “I£s tod of 

Hanna Meron, a spokeswoman for 


Hanna Meron, a spoKeswoman ivi w r. ' 

simply afraid these cuts are going todsstroy foe 

system.** Israel’s treasury cut the education budget by $28 million 

to $1.2 billion for 1987-88. 

British queen mother in Italy 

VENICE, Italy (AP) — British Queen Mother Elizabeth arrived 
in northern Italy on Monday for a private trip m w^ch-she wul- 
visit a writer friend and stay at a tarorious smaU totel. Tte 
86-y ear -old mother of Queen Elizabeth II is to spend five days in 
the region before returning home. Five days after her return, she 
will take off on an official visit to Canada. The queen mother. 
arrived from Britain on a Royal Air Force j et and was taken by 
yacht to Venice for a small welcoming ceremony with: city 
officials, who gave her a large bouquet of flowers, foe news 
agency ANSA reported. She was then whisked off by car to the 
small town of Asolo, where sbe was to stay at the qwet* refiD “ ; 
Hotel Villa Cipriani, where a room has been specially decorated; 
with antiques for her visits ANSA said. 

Chimpanzee steals child from village . 

.ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — A chimpanzee earned .off a, 
five-year-old girl from a village in southern Ivory Coast asm later, 
abandoned her while the child’s mother watched, foe Ivon an 
Press Association reported Monday. The incident ocamed id 
Chiopo, a' small village 45 kilometres from the town of DiTO, the 
agency said. The mother, who had noticed her chad was missing; 
went in search of her and discovered a lmge chimpanzee holding 
the girt in its arms, the report said. The woman saw the 
chimpanzee drop the child, who was bleeding profusely, on a path 
and scurry back into the forest. The child’s fingers and toes had 
been bitten off, according to the report. The girl was later takeir 
to a local clime where she received emergency treatment tor- 
in juries to her head, abdomen, bands and feet, the report srid, - 

Mr-Pravda paysavisittoPrayda ; ; 

MOSCOW (R) — A 69-year-old American tourist appeared^ 
the Moscow editorial office of foe Soviet Communist Party daily : 
Pravda and introduced himself as Mr. Ptavda, the newspaper 
reported Tuesday. ‘Til be frank," Pravda quoted Baron Pravda 
from Miami as saying, “living in the tales with this name isn’t' 
easy-” Mr. Pravda, who was bom in the United States, said he' 
had always wanted to stop in at the newspaper and had finally 
decided to do it “Some people jokingly and somo serionsly^t 
times ask: So how are things with your Russians, what are they 
saying, what's the news,” he told Pravda, which means “truth” in 
Russian. . \’J 

Embassy to modify ‘mushroom’ atop roof". 

ROME (AP) — Italian newspapers promptly dubbed it “a 
mushroom,” but U.S. embassy officials say tire mysterious 
structure that sprouted on their roof is nothing but a routine, 
security measure. The outgrowth, which appeared recently atop 
the handsome 17th-century Villa Lndovisi bousing the embassy 
on fashionable Via-Veneto, had moved some Roman newspapers 
to indignation. Over the weekend, H Messaggero ran photographs 
of a shed-like s tru cture surrounded by a curtain of scaffolding, 
ultimately taking the matter up with the Foreign Ministry. While 
conceding that security measures were necessary,' the paper, 
added; “The security of the embassy can be guaranteed, even; 


While refusing'to divulge just what it is, American embassy 
spokesman Mark Dillen said: “The construction work on the roof; 
is relative to a security requirement.” ; 

Paroled rapist forced from home 

RODEO, California (AP) — Paroled rapist Lawrence Singleton 
was removed from an apartment in a bullet-proof vest Monday 
after about 500 residents surrounded the building to protest a 
decision to place him there permanently. Singleton was Shielded: 
by police officers as he was taken from the rear of the budding ton 
waiting patrol car. The demonstration had boilt throughout tiie 
day after residents learned late Snnday that Singleton had been 
moved into the apartment building, said Contra Costa County 
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out.” Parker Avenue, the main thoroughfare through the western 
Contra Costa County town, was blocked by the demonstration/ A 
sign posted near the town line gave foe street address of the house 
and said, “Singleton here... come join us.” Corrections Depart- : 
meat officials have refused to specify the location of Singleton, 
who gained notoriety in 1979 when he was convicted of raping a 
15-year-old runaway and using an ax to cut off her arms at tire ; 
elbows. • ; 

‘Future cars will tell you how to get there’: 

ANN ARBOR, Michigan (AP) — A University of Michigan 
engineering professor says automobiles of the future will feature, 
electronic maps, anti-lock brakes and seat that mold to riders’ 
bodies. “People are beginning to recognise that the state of the ait 
has gotten to the point where we can have a clean, , safe, 
fuel-efficient car that’s still exciting,” said David E. Cole, head of 
the university’s Transportation Research Institute. His forecast 
predicted that while the current craze of electronic dashboards 
wifi fade a bit, an illuminated road map wil be common by the . 
1995 model year. He said the maps will use satellites to pinpoint a 
driver’s location. Cole also said many of the changes dunag the 
next eight years will be subtle. “Buttons and digital dis play s will' 
change to more knobs that you feel and rotate,” he said. “We got 
a little overwhelmed with what we viewed as technology.’’ 


Irish vote over Single European Act Donna Rice ‘victimised’ by media 


DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — The 
Irish went to the polls Tuesday in 
a referendum that will test how 
much political unity they want 
with the European Community. 

The government, the major 
opposition parties and the three 
national newspapers all urged vo- 
ters to say “Yes" to a constitu-' 
tional amendment that would 
permit Ireland to become the last 
of foe 12 EC members to approve 
foe Single European Act. 

But supporters of foe measure 
were worried that apathy may 
give an advantage to foe groups 
that grew up to oppose it. Only 
about half foe 2.4 million eligible 
voters were expected to cast bal- 
lots. 

Prime Minister Charles 
Haughey has said a “No” vote 
would threaten Ireland's mem- 
bership in foe EC and be an 
“economic catastrophe." 

The Single European Act aims 
to make foe EC a more cohesive, 
politically united force. The act is 
oackage of economic, social and 
p. ’~al measures designed to 
stanu ,; *e the trading bloc's 
member '’tries. 


Opponents single out the 
clauses obliging members ‘"to 
formulate and implement a Euro- 
pean foreign policy” and cooper- 
ate on security matters. They say 
these contradict the neutrality 
that is foe basis of foe country's ' 
foreign policy and may lead to 
Ireland being integrated with 
NATO. The 11 other EC mem- 
bers are all NATO members. 

Some opponents also argue 
that ratification could force upon 
Ireland foe more liberal divorce, 
abortion and contraception laws 
of the rest of Europe. 

The referendum became neces- 
sary after the act was approved by 
the Dail, Ireland's parliament, 
but then was challenged in foe 
supreme court, which ruled it was 
in conflict with the constitution. 

The only public opinion poll 
carried out in the low-key cam- 
paign — in the independent Irish 
Times newspaper last week — 
predicted a 2-to-l majority in 
favour of ratification. But about 
40 per cent of the voters were 
undecided. 

The Irish Times said in an 
editorial Monday that opponents 


had thrown up “many canards — 
abortion, divorce ... NATO. 
Only foe most gullible will be 
swayed by these.” 

“The only danger is apathy — 
foe despairing conclusion on the 
part of many ordinary voters that 
they cannot understand the 
issues, or do not care about them, 
or that tbeir vote will make no 
difference to foe outcome,” the 
newspaper said. 

The Irish Independent, usually 
opposed to Mr. Haughey poli- 
cies, said, “we cannot say no to 
foe Single European Act. If we 
do deride to re ruse to have the 
act passed then we have started a 
process which will gradually see 
us cat off from the financial be- 
nefits of EC membership. And 
we will also be refused permission 
to benefit from further lowering 
of trade barriers as the century 
goes on.” 

Ireland's 3.5 million people pay 
only 1 per cent of the ECs budget 
but get 10 per cent of its handouts 
aimed at promoting economic 
growth and keeping farm prices 
high. 


MIAMI (AP) — Donna Rice, who gained national attention -after • 
reports that she spent time in Bimini and Wahsington with 
then-presidential candidate Gary Hart, has said sbereeb victi.- 
mised by the media forputting her face “on the rover of every 
magazine in America. ' 1 be latest Rice cover photograph is on the 
June - issue of National Enquirer, in which she is pictured sitting : 
on the lap of a smiling Hart during what foe sensational tabloid 
called a fun-filled weekend in the Bahamas.” “I fell like I’ve 
been used ” Rice told free-lance photographer Bffl_ Cooke, who" 
photographed Rice m 1984 for a department store advertisne a * 
swimsuit hue. “I don’t even watch the nfews anymore. Andtbcr 


awuswuu u UC i uuu i even watch the nfews anymore. Another ; 

Kwh 1 *** standing with William 
Broadhurst, a friend of Harts, and Lynn Armsfodt, a fnendoF' 

J r ^J uirst - Hart is hbkfing Maracas,' 
aSCt <rfdnMns 

Priest held over possible voodoo slaying Sr 

A vopdod priest whom neighbotirt T 
accused of killing and possibly eating a young boy was^^^^ ‘ 

^ a ? er ^ said a crosvd trfed to started 

^ aferted when' Destm talked to 
neighbours had stoned his house and threatened 


their presence 








